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QUARTERLY NEWS ROUNDUP

Easter
Last NSN Conference

Life in Peru

Life’s Woven Tapestry

The last ever NSN Conference was held

Laura Lovering gives us an insight into her

Perspective is everything and the familiar

over the Summer and Caroline Sharp was

life as a BMS missionary in Peru.

there to tell us all about it!

story of Corrie Ten Boom brings this
sharply into focus.

Note from the Editor...

WElcome...
Welcome to Issue 12 of the Gilgal
Magazine. 2019 has been a busy
year in the life of the Church
with plenty of events happening
month on month. This magazine is
crammed full of photographs, all
taken since the last magazine came
out in April which reflects the varied
ministry work being undertaken by
our Church. Speaking of ministries,
we have a new ministry - for men
with the catchy name of Fellaship!
The brainchild of Phil Armstrong,
this group has already seen a
successful Summer BBQ and more
recently a talk by Air Commodore
Mark Leakey alongside a very nice
cooked breakfast. More events
to come in the near future so be

sure to come along - you will be
very welcome!
Switching from
the men to the women; the Gilgal
Ladies have been massively busy
organising a variety of events
across a very active schedule.
These events are a great way to
make new friends and encourage
one another and come highly
recommended.
The children have not been
overlooked in all this activity either
with a full schedule also. There has
been a weekend away (Spree) as
well as the annual Holiday Bible
Club, always well received which
this year has spawned a spin off
weekly kids club (Friday 4pm)
called Mega-Makers. See inside

for more details. Steve and team
will be very busy as we head into
the Christmas season which I hope
will be full of fun and festive cheer
for everyone. I also hope and pray
that you will receive peace during
this busy time of year. With that In
mind, I hope you enjoy the latest
edition of our magazine.
God Bless.
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the pastor’s
corner
the basis of national or local
issues? Who would Jesus vote
for? Some say religion and
politics don’t mix, but we can’t
So we have a December leave our faith and conscience
parliamentary election! Who behind when we cast our ballot.
should we vote for? Who do we We must pray, and then vote for
trust to run the country? Can we the candidate who is closest to
have faith in any of the political our own Christian values. But
parties, leaders or candidates to while it is important to exercise
do more than act in self-interest our right to vote, Christians
or follow a narrow ideological believe the world’s problems
agenda? Political promises are with never be truly solved until
unable to solve all our problems. Jesus returns.
Political idealism promises us
the world yet always fails to The old preachers used to
say, ‘the heart of the human
deliver.
problem is the problem of the
No human
Should our vote be cast on human heart’.
“Where is the One born King
of the Jews? We have come to
worship Him” (Matthew 2:2).

4
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leader has all the answers
that we need. Everyone of
us is a sinful creature, fallen
short of perfection. No wonder
Jesus taught us to pray to our
heavenly Father, ‘Thy kingdom
come’. We need heaven’s help.
We need something more than
this world can deliver. We need
someone who can deliver us
from ourselves. So God in His
love sent His ‘One and Only
Son’. ‘You are to give Him the
name Jesus, because he will
save his people from their sins’
(Matthew 2:21).
The first coming of Christ the
King (Christmas) holds the

promise of His second coming and His Kingdom.
At His birth the Magi (Wise Men) brought Him
gold – the symbolic resources of a King, incense
– the resources of a Priest, and myrrh – the
resources of a Prophet. These three gifts point
us to a deeper spiritual truth, Jesus is the Christ:
prophet, priest and king! The Anointed One, the
true hope of the world.
Jesus grew up to preach, “Repent for the
kingdom of heaven is near.” (Matthew 4:17). So
the early church cried out in prayer, in Aramaic,
‘Maranatha’ (1 Cor.16:22) ‘Come soon, Lord’. It
was a cry for His second coming, a yearning for
His coming Kingdom.

important to give your allegiance to, and put your
trust in, the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the only
one who can forgive our sins, the only one who
died for you, the only one who can deliver what
we really need, the only one who can bring the
kingdom of heaven on earth. The best choice I
ever made was to receive Jesus Christ as my
personal Saviour and Lord. Have you put your
faith in Him?
May you know the joy and peace of Jesus
whatever the outcome of the general election.
Put your hope be in Christ and He won’t let you
down. Worship Christ this Christmas.

Happy Christmas.
It is important that we pray and vote at Rev. Martin Gillard, Gilgal Baptist Church
parliamentary and other elections. But it is more

SAFEGUARDING @ GILGAL
At Gilgal Baptist Church we operate a robust Verifiers:
Safeguarding system to protect our children, young
people and adults at risk.
Admin:

Malcolm Nicholas
Linda Harber
Caryl Gill

A child is anyone 18 years or under and an adult If you have any concerns relating to Safeguarding at
at risk is anyone suffering from mental or physical Gilgal Baptist Church please speak to Linda Harber.
disability or emotional trauma.
All persons who wish to volunteer to work with
CYF (Children/Youth/Families) and/or adults at
risk have to apply to be a volunteer and references
will be sought. A check will then be made against
the Disclosure and Barring Services (DBS) where a
certificate will be issued. This allows the applicant
to work in various ministries at Gilgal Baptist
Church. These include Sunday Club, Messy Church,
Megamakers (midweek club) and our annual Holiday
Bible Club, also Pastoral visitors and those involved
in prayer ministry, together with those involved in
our community outreach work depending on their
role, e.g. Lunch Club leader and Jellybeans toddler
group leader.

Caryl Gill

Malcolm Nicholas

Liz Rees

Linda Harber

The safeguarding team are:
Safeguarding Trustee: Liz Rees
Designated Safeguarding Person: Linda Harber
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NATURALLY SUPERNATURAL
CONFERENCE 2019
THANKS A MILLION TO CAROLINE & NATALIE SHARP FOR SHARING WITH US CAROLINE’S
RECOLLECTIONS OF THE LAST EVER NATURALLY SUPERNATURAL CONFERENCE.

The Church as a Family.

As before, the days started with extraordinary worship
which welcomed the Holy Spirit to move among us and

This Summer saw the last of the Naturally Supernatural

be with us. As we began our walk with God throughout

Conferences, which like the year previous saw over

each day, this was then followed by a different speaker.

6,000 Christians from all over the world coming

After lunch followed a selection of meetings that were

together to meet in the glory of God’s presence.

held throughout the afternoon, before we all came

I have over this last year found myself both nervous

together again for the evening meeting.

and excited to attend, due to my anticipation at

This year’s main subject matter was that of the ‘church

how God would not only move throughout such a

as family’ which truly radiated and touched me, and

congregation, but also how I would encounter his

was something that was covered within several of the

presence following my experience last year. However,

talks that I was fortunate enough to attend.

I needn’t have felt so nervous, as God’s presence and

From a Q&A session regarding all sorts of questions

overwhelming peace seemed to radiate from the first

around how we as Christians view people in our

evening’s meeting and encompassed the rest of the

society and whether we welcome them with respect,

week.

and the greatest of all ‘love’, or find fault with

6
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aspects of them or their life choices. To a particularly

looking for something’ and we have a responsibility

moving talk on recognising that we live in a very

to be seen differently by the world, something that

‘lonely society’. Where everything is based on how

starts within the heart of the family of God’s people.

much we may be liked on social media, where our

The world is watching us, and people want to know

faults, or our physical appearance can be rewarded

one thing when they attend a new church or go to a

or openly belittled, bullied and laughed at; before

church for the first time “Will I be accepted here”?

considering how the church or we as individuals

This is something I have found myself asking each

recognise that Jesus loved those in society that were

time I have started attending a new church, “will I

considered unworthy or unlovable by others, then we

be accepted here”? In the beginning it was “will I be

should do everything in our power to reflect his love.

accepted here when my husband isn’t a Christian”?,

This left me questioning my own experiences when

then it went to “will I be accepted as a single parent”?,

meeting others and how I am in my own interactions.

especially when I lived at the time, in a place that

In addition, another talk discussed confronting our

saw divorce as unthinkable, and where I received

own pain, and how our past experiences or our own

a lot of harsh criticism as well being subjected to

fears of reaching out, regardless of the fact we are

nasty rumours, to “will I be accepted when I struggle

Christians, can ultimately stop us from loving others

with trusting God and worry I don’t know him as

or showing them the love of God. As we can when

well as others’?, then recently “will I be accepted

we ourselves are holding onto past hurts, causing

when I have been hurt before by people within the

us to only meet people where we are at in our own

church”? All of which, over time, have led to me

‘life journey’ and not in our ‘spiritual one’ which

putting up barriers and allowing my experiences to

could stop others from knowing Jesus. Furthermore,

be the reason why I shouldn’t become too involved.

we were asked as individual Christians, are we

However, because of my own fears and hurt it has

individually real when we are with other Christians?

meant I personally have missed out on the love and

Are we able to admit when we struggle? Or are we

support of a family (church) I could have been a

OK to say its ‘OK to not be OK’, that we shouldn’t feel

part of, especially when I have struggled with things

the need to put on a happy face on Sunday or any

like losses of family and personal health problems.

interaction where other Christians may be present. If

Furthermore, my pain became a barrier, stopping me

we have feelings for example of anxiety or struggle

from showing others the love of God and support

with depression or even are struggling with our faith,

I could have offered. However, the conference has

we shouldn’t feel ashamed and feel we need to hide

allowed me to consider how other people may feel in

if others we know are doing well in their walk with

relation to coming to church and this is something I

God. Are we as Christians buying into the worldly

can recognise and empathise with.

view where like the illusion of being happy all the
time on social media is what we strive to present to
our church family? Or are we instead able to own
what’s happening for us, if we feel low or lonely
and to feel free from judgement and held enough
to openly share with our church family that we are
struggling and not to feel we need to pretend? Which
left me wondering, am I real in my relationships, and
am I listening to not only the church family, but those
around me?
Mike Pilavachi made an interesting point ‘people are
Continued on page 8.
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Continued from page 7.

Finally, I have since the conference this year found
myself heavily reflecting on the week’s teachings,
my own experiences and where I am on my spiritual
walk. Last year when I was prayed for by Janet Young
and was told “God loves me”, it was like a wrecking
ball smashing through my years of belief that I had
failed God. Something that through this year has
caused a shift within me, although it has been small
steps, it is something I know God and I are working
on. In addition, it has highlighted how important
I have found it for me to attend the conferences in
addition to coming to church. As I have found it
wonderful to recognise and see how God’s spirit is
moving and working, not only in the talks I attend
at the conference but how these messages seem
to coincide with Martin’s messages when I come
back. This year even more so, as the church moves
forward in our relationship with Jesus, to encourage
each other, and to welcome others into God’s family.
I end with praying that we all in our faith are renewed
in our relationship and desire for Jesus, and that we
become bold in our relationships with each other
and those searching for people who will accept and
love them like God does.

BITS & BOBS
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From Top Left : SPREE, Carmarthenshire (6.7.19)
Elvis Festival Board (29.9.19)
Harvest Table 2019 (6.10.19)

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
THANKS TO DAPHNE HARRIS FOR THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE REFLECTING ON HER ATTENDANCE AT FOUR VERY
DIFFERENT CHURCH SERVICES DURING SUMMER 2019.

I thought I would follow Margaret
Hornsby’s good example from
the November 2018 magazine
and tell you about four very
different
Sunday
worship
experiences from June and July
this year. I gathered with other
believers to worship God in very
different settings and different
ways.
The first Sunday Les and I were
on the North Sea in a cruise
ship heading for the Baltic. The
service was held in the ship’s
theatre (very comfy seats!) and
led by the captain. It followed a
traditional format of hymns and
prayers and about 100 people
were present from the possible
3,000 passengers on board.
The next Sunday we were in
Tallinn, Estonia and walked
up a steep hill to St Mary’s
Cathedral, the oldest church in
Estonia dating from 1219. The
church was packed and it was
only afterwards when we saw
the entourage of cars and police
outside that we found out that
the Queen of Denmark was at
the service as a special guest.
The service was in part Estonian
and part Danish – neither of
which helped us much but I did
enjoy the singing!

of 8-11 year old’s at the Spree
Weekend. The worship was very
noisy and energetic and great
fun for all. (I don’t think I could
manage it every week though!)

The next Sunday we were
home with our Gilgal family and
celebrating our 147th church
anniversary. We had a visit from
one of our link missionaries,
Laura Lovering, who told
us about her work in Peru.
The service was followed by
fellowship over a wonderful bring
and share lunch.

I like these verses from a poem
from Spring Harvest 2012 that
remind us that wherever we are
in the world and whoever we are
worshipping with, as Christians
we are all family, part of the body
of Christ.
We Are One in Christ - by Sam
Hargreaves
We are many,
God’s great diversity,
yet we are one in Christ.
Different faces,
different races,
yet we are one in Christ.
Fathers, mothers,
sisters, brothers,
single, married,
broken, carried,
yet we are one in Christ.

Finally, two weeks later I was
worshipping in a large barn type
building on the Carmarthen
Show-ground with a large crowd

The happy, the clappy,
the barely out of nappies,
the ancient, the modern,
the famous, the forgotten,
yet we are one in Christ.

GILGAL CHURCH MAGAZINE
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GILGAL LADIES

GILGAL

Ladies

THE LADIES CIRCLE CONTINUES TO GO FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH AND IS NOW KNOWN AS GILGAL LADIES.
LOOKING AT THE PHOTOS HERE, A LOT OF FUN SEEMS TO BE HAD OVER THE PAST FEW MONTHS.
RACHEL LEWIS BRINGS US UP TO DATE WITH WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING.

So much has occurred since our ‘Cake
& Chat’ evening in May. It was during
this evening that we voted to change our
name to ‘Gilgal Ladies.’
‘A Visit to Bletchley Park’ was the topic of
our next evening and Jen Morgan gave
an informative and interesting insight into
this once top secret home of WW2 code
breakers.
At the beginning of June, Adrian Carey-

10
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Jones came to give us a talk about his
powerful and moving ministry in Romania.
At the end of June the Ladies visited the
beautiful Tredegar House and gardens.
We were blessed with good weather and
good company and our visit concluded
with a delicious cream tea.
At the HBC ‘Cutting-Out Party’ we had
a ‘How to use Facebook’ tutorial. Our
newly established Facebook group has
positively grown and we currently have

51 members who check in for support
and God’s Word daily. Ladies who go
to Gilgal or who are connected to Gilgal
are welcome to join. It is an extension
to ‘Gilgal Ladies’ evenings and it is for
us to encourage, strengthen and support
one another and glorify God in all we do.
Please do get in touch if you have got any
questions about this Facebook group.

The ‘Gilgal Ladies Summer Party’ was
themed ‘At the Seaside’ and the Ladies
dressed accordingly. We were visited by
Tirzah Jones from the United Beach Mission
who gave us a short talk all about the
valuable work the Beach Mission does in the
Summer. It was a perfect evening of fun,
fellowship, friendship and ice-cream!
Our Autumn programme started with a
devotional from Martin Gillard. As the Elvis
festival was imminent, Martin talked about
how important Elvis is to many of his fans,
and the witness Gilgal has throughout the
‘Elvis weekend.’ We were reminded that
Jesus is the only true King!
Our evening of Needle Felting was fun and
new to many of us. Gaye Lloyd taught us
how to create some beautiful items to take
home with us.
We were honoured to have the very talented
musician John Nicholas come to perform at
our ‘Fundraising Evening.’ We raised over
£600 for our chosen charities – Tenovus
& Shoebox Appeal transport costs. Thank
you Ladies to your huge generosity. It was
another relaxed and fun time of fellowship
and cake!

GILGAL CHURCH MAGAZINE
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GILGAL

Ladies

Our very own Carolyn has recently given
a fabulous talk about her role as a TV News
Director at BBC Wales Today. We learnt what
it’s like for Carolyn to work on a live news
programme. We had a real look behind the
scenes and how as a Christian, Carolyn brings
her beliefs and values into that busy, fast
paced news environment.
On 20th November there will be a Devotional
with Caryl Gill and on 11th December it is the
‘Gilgal Ladies Christmas Bring and Share.’
We have an amazing programme of evenings
lined up for 2020 and an extremely warm
welcome awaits you. Feel free to come to all
or any evening of your choice - it’ll be lovely
to see you!

12
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GILGAL

Ladies

The Gilgal Ladies Christmas Bring & Share is going to be
held in the Church hall on Wednesday 11th December
2019 at 7.00pm. Ladies. . . This is going to be a fabulous
evening of entertainment, fun, fellowship and friendship.
We look forward to seeing you there.
We recently had some fun asking everyone to choose their
top 3 favourite hymns and top 3 favourite carols. From
these Linda has kindly compiled two lists with the overall
top 10 hymns/ carols. Results to be announced shortly!
We plan to sing some of the carols at the Christmas Bring
& Share, which will be fun.
Gilgal Ladies has a thriving Facebook page for all women
in the church or who are connected with the church. It’s a
page to support and encourage one another with daily

posts from Rachel & Carolyn and anyone else is welcome
to contribute in any way. We’re all here to support and help
one another, not just on Sundays or a Wednesday evening
but every day.
Update from Roger:
Roger wanted to enable ladies to be self-sufficient and
asked for finance from Gilgal to enable him to purchase
sewing machines and pay for someone to teach the ladies
to use the machines. Gilgal Ladies sent enough money
to purchase two and a member of our congregation gave
money to purchase a further one. This is great to see in the
above photo.
Roger would like any old PCs/Laptops as he is hoping to
take some out to Africa for his next trip in March.

UPCOMING EVENTS

FELLASHIP QUIZ NIGHT : Calling all blokes - Wednesday 27th November @ 7.15pm
at Gilgal Church Hall. Cost : £6 - Includes Fish & Chip Supper and soft drinks.
Contact Phil Armstrong for more details : phil.armstrong@gmail.com

GILGAL CHURCH MAGAZINE
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COFFEE MORNING
MANY THANKS TO CAROLINE SHARP FOR PROVIDING AN UPDATE ON HER ORGANISED COFFEE MORNING FROM
15th JUNE 2019 WHICH RAISED MONEY FOR THE ALZHEIMER’S SOCIETY.

There are over 850,000 people with Dementia in the UK, with numbers set to rise to over 1 million
by 2025.
225,000 people will develop dementia this year which means there is someone diagnosed with this
condition every 3 minutes. This is a shocking amount.
In my last job, I witnessed first hand the impact dementia had, not only for the individuals who were
diagnosed with the condition but also for their families and just how heartbreaking and devastating
it was for them. It was because of this lasting experience of working so closely with these families
that I found myself questioning whether I had dementia after I was diagnosed with Fibromyalgia, as
I found that my memory had started to deteriorate which left me worried that Fibro’ could be linked
to dementia. Although I found, through my extensive reading, that this is not the case, the
experience of losing my memory has been truly frightening for me and left me wondering if this is
what it is like for those who have alzheimer’s or dementia.
When I saw an advert to hold a coffee morning for the Alzheimer’s Society, I thought it would be
good, not only to raise money for the charity but also a brilliant opportunity to raise awareness. On
15th June the coffee morning was held with great success and I would like to take this opportunity
to thank all the people who made cakes to sell, for the individuals that helped me on the day
(Friday housegroup), and for those who came and bought the cakes. I hope everybody enjoyed
themselves whilst supporting such a great cause.
In addition to the day, I had some cakes left over and Liz suggested that we sell them after Sunday
morning meeting, which was a great idea because it ended up with every cake being sold or eaten.
The total raised was £264, which is amazing, I hope you all agree! Due to this, I will cheekily
finish with this, that there may be another coffee morning with cake advertised, as I hope to put on
another coffee morning soon. Thank you all again for your support.
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A HIDING PLACE OR A HORRIBLE MUDDLE?
In the sitting room of the house in Haarlem at 19
Barteljorisstraat, is the tapestry that Corrie Ten
Boom used for explaining how God has good
plans. There they had explained to us how the
family helped Jews in WW2. They had shown us
“the hiding place”. They told us of the horrors
of Ravensbruch. Then they showed us the back
of Corrie’s tapestry .... the mess of threads, the
confusion, the complete meaningless muddle.
As they turned the tapestry around to show
us the beautiful picture on the front, I could
no longer hold back my tears. Maybe for the
suffering of the Ten Boom family, or for the
Dutch under Nazi occupation. Even for the
concentration camps and the Holocaust – but
more out of anger, anger at Satan – for the evil
cursing Planet Earth – that curse a result of
human rebellion and disobedience. That “fall”
unleashing on what God had intended to be an
awesome, majestic creation – a condemnation
to decay, devastation and death.

Jesus fulfils his promise – “I am coming back.
I will make all things new. No more crying, no
more tears. No more death.”
Our trip to Amsterdam and Haarlem was made
through CHEF: Christian Home Exchange
Fellowship. We exchanged our home with a
Dutch family – for free. Brilliant idea! And for our
3 years in South Sudan, half a dozen Christian
families used our home – and got a free holiday.
The original CHEF ceased in 2016 but the idea is
being taken up by www.chacs.co.uk and www.
christianhomeswap.com - check them out!
Romans 8:28 “And we know that in all things
God works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose”.
by Gordon Lovering

For nearly 40 years through my Physics
teaching I tried to inspire my students to see
the grandeur of creation. Despite the inevitable
increase in entropy: the extraordinary fine
tuning, the balance, the order – from crystals to
the cosmos, from fundamental particles to the
forces that shape our everyday lives.
I empathise with “extinction rebellion”. I too
don’t want our planet rendered inhospitable
– irrevocably polluted and dying.
My
grandchildren deserve better.
But I am convinced the real problem is what
our Bibles call “sin”. Environmental protection
and anti-pollution legislation (plus life-style
changes), although important, is only a sticking
plaster – and I’m grateful to Elastoplast! But my
tears will only be replaced by laughter when
GILGAL CHURCH MAGAZINE
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LIFE AFTER GILGAL
SAYING GOODBYE IS SELDOM EASY AND THIS WAS SO TRUE WHEN GILGAL HAD TO SAY
GOODBYE TO MADI, OUR FIRST INTERN WHO IS NOW BACK IN THE US AFTER SPENDING NINE
MONTHS WITH US. LET’S FIND OUT WHAT SHE HAS BEEN UP TO SINCE RETURNING HOME.

Hello my sweet friends!
I can’t believe it’s already been 5 months since I have been back in America. I have been crazy busy since I’ve been
back, and things are finally starting to slow down. When I first got back to America, I had moved to the big city of Dallas,
Texas and lived there for about a month. While I was there, I realized that it was keeping me from pursuing what the Lord
was calling me to do, which was going back to school. So, I moved back to my hometown Tyler, Texas and got a job at
the daycare I worked at before I came to Wales. I am living with my Nana and now have 2 jobs that I am working at; the
daycare in the mornings and an after-school program in the afternoons. I love them so much and they are both with kids
and they are both Christ centred.
It has been so great getting to be with my friends and family again, and most of all driving! Driving is my escape from
everything, so it’s been great getting to just go on drives when I want to. I did forget how much of a distraction home is
from spending time with the Lord. That’s been my biggest struggle since being back, not being able to find time to spend
with the Lord on a regular basis, but I also am terrible at telling people no when I need time to myself to be with the Lord.
Also, I have had a ton of wedding things going on, because two of my best friends, who I was in their weddings, were
having things going on most every weekend. Or I had to travel somewhere for family or to help volunteer for events that
have been going on around Tyler or in Dallas. But all of those things have come to an end for the rest of this year, so I
have more time to spend with the Lord which I am really excited about and will be consistent about doing on a regular
basis.
There is a lot happening with my home Church and I’m excited to be able to get plugged in and help out. We are getting
a second campus in Lindale (which is about 30 minutes away from Tyler) and we are in the process now to do the remodeling and I am going to be able to help serve them about twice a month on Sundays. I’m not sure where exactly I will
be helping out quite yet, or if I get to have a say in which ministry, but I’m excited to get to pour into the people of our new
campus. The campus won’t be up and going until January of 2020, that’s their goal at least, but for sure the beginning
of 2020. I love y’all so much and miss y’all dearly. I want to come back to Wales so badly, I’m definitely feeling homesick
for my second family, but I know I will be back someday (hopefully sooner rather than later). Many cwtch’s and blessings
to y’all, I hope y’all are doing well!
Much Love,
Madi

My best friend Taylor and I at a Rangers baseball game! I’m at a huge garden in Dallas, called The Dallas Arboretum. My family at my cousins wedding! My babies from my daycare that I work at in the mornings!
ABOVE : I found a Welsh Flag at an antique shop in Tyler
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EASTER 2019
MEMORIES FROM GILGAL’s EASTER 2019 SERVICES

I remember Easter 2019 with great affection. Easter
is a special time in any Christian’s life and this was
certainly true this year. It is always a tremendous joy
to spend such a special time with your Church family
in all the various events that feature in Gilgal’s Annual
Easter Event line-up. The photos across these two
pages cover the highlight of the week’s events and
the wonderful times shared.
The Family Service on Palm Sunday opened the
week’s events and was a superb mix of song, worship
suitable for all the family. The Sonrise service meant
a very early start but it was worth it. The sense of
peace was profound and the Sonrise was spectacular.
The photo here does not do it justice. This is highly
recommended to all for next year!!! This was followed
shortly afterwards by a lovely breakfast ahead of the
Easter Service itself.

Palm Sunday Service - 14 April 2019

18
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John Street, Porthcawl, Open Air Event - 19 April 2018

Sonrise Service - Newton Point 21st April 2019

Easter Morning Breakfast - 21st April 2019
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FALLING FOR THE
FEELING OF CHRISTMAS
A WAR WILL BE WAGED AGAIN THIS CHRISTMAS, A BATTLE FAR MORE
PRESSING THAN WHETHER TO SAY “HAPPY HOLIDAYS” OR “MERRY
CHRISTMAS.” FOR BELIEVERS, THE REAL CHALLENGE IS SOMETHING
ENTIRELY DIFFERENT. IT’S A BATTLE FOR OUR HEART, OUR JOY, AND OUR
WORSHIP. Author : Matt Chandler, Pastor - Flower Mound, TX.

I’m no Scrooge. I love the holiday, overtly) compete with this: “To us a
even some of the silly things we do child is born, to us a son is given”
that have very little to do with the (Isaiah 9:6).
birth of Jesus. I’m not the “Christmas
is a pagan holiday” guy. But we have Our battle is to get underneath all the
to know what we are up against this commercialism and consumerism, to
season. Almost every commercial, actually experience Christ Jesus, our
television special, and classic movie Saviour, who has come — and who
promises us a false reality. These will come again.
things tell us that
we’re going to
When we shift from
gather as a family,
the real meaning
group hug while
of Christmas, when
we carve the ham,
we go looking
Our Saviour will come for some other
and end with us all
laughing in pure again to judge the living “good news of
joy. There’s a feel
and the dead, to make all great joy” (Luke
to this time of year,
2:10), we long for
things new!
and we love the
something that will
feel.
never come. Why?
But as we start
Because we live in a
celebrating earlier
fallen world.
and earlier, we must ask ourselves:
What do we truly want from this Something has gone wrong in you.
season? What do we put our hope Something has gone wrong in me.
in that makes the season merry? Something has gone wrong in
What do we long to have that makes the cosmos. Something is broken.
Christmas a favourite time of year? This severance between God and
A thousand other answers subtly (or humankind led to a brokenness that
20
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overflowed into a brokenness in the systems
we have built, in the governments we run, in
the businesses we lead, and in the families we
grow. We have no power to save ourselves.
No amount of might or education will usher in
peace on earth (or in our extended families).
Instead of hiding from this reality, this is the
very context which makes the real meaning
of Christmas irreplaceable. The Christmas joy,
the Christian hope, the baby given to us in
love (John 3:16), is to be called “Wonderful
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). A Wonderful
Counsellor for those who mourn and have
lost their way. A Mighty God able to redeem
his people from their past, present, and future
sin. An Everlasting Father — not to replace
the first person of the Trinity — but to imitate
his fatherly care for his people. Our Prince of
Peace to cease warfare and usher in what no
government, treaty, or president can: peace
with God himself.
To not lose the substance of Christ in the
shadows of all the Christmas hoopla this
season, we must seriously reflect upon this
good news of great joy given to those in a
broken world. It may feel counter intuitive
to consider our brokenness during “the most
wonderful time of the year.” But instead of
merely distracting ourselves with the lights
and the tinsel and the trees — things which are
not bad in themselves — we should consider
the reality of sin in order to remember why
we need a Saviour, to sit in darkness that we
might marvel that the Light of heaven came
down to earth.
So, to keep Christ in our Christmases, we
consider the bad news that makes the good
news wonderful. But we shouldn’t stop there.
We also rebuild anticipation.
Even for our broader society, this holiday
season is built on anticipation. Over time,
you roll out the lights outside, you put up
the tree, you put presents under the tree, all
anticipating Christmas day. But we believe
that the same God who promised Jesus would
show up the first time, to win and save his

people, said that Jesus would return to bring
them home. We celebrate the first Christmas
because we know there’s a second coming.
In the first Advent, Jesus comes as a baby in
a manger to inaugurate his kingdom. When
Christ returns in the second Advent, he will
consummate that kingdom. Christ will not
come as a baby who needs to be swaddled,
but as a man with a tattoo on his thigh and a
sword protruding from his mouth (Revelation
19:15–16).
Our Saviour will come again to judge the
living and the dead, to make all things new.
When he returns, Christ will transform hearts
and, ultimately, this world. He finally and
completely will fix what has been broken. The
full womb which led to a full crib which led
to an empty tomb should fill us with great
joy for this simple reason: he is coming back.
God said he would come once, and he did.
He said he would lay down his life for his
people and take it up again (John 10:14–18),
and he did. He said he will return, and he will
(John 14:1–3). We celebrate Christ’s birthday
knowing that one day we will celebrate with
him face-to-face.
In the swift-flowing river of commercialism
and consumerism this Christmas season, in
the hustle and bustle of buying and travelling
and gathering, we need to drop an anchor.
And I believe that anchor is essentially the
practice of Advent. This traditional Christian
season calls us to reflect on the brokenness
of our hearts and of this world, and to look
ahead to a day in which all that brokenness
will be eradicated once and for all upon his
return.
That’s the real (and subtle) war this
Christmas. It’s not some debate about
political correctness, but it is a focused and
passionate effort to make the most of this
season — instead of being swept away by the
decorations and gifts. Instead of falling for the
feelings of Christmas, we’re learning to truly
enjoy the child.
GILGAL CHURCH MAGAZINE
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SUMMER 2019

Madi’s Leaving BBQ - 13 July 2019

Summer 2019 was just brilliant.
There was something going on for
everyone. Some of these events
are shown on these pages but
other events were also held which
you can read about in this mag’
too. Highlights - there are plenty
but HBC is always up there. This
22
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year the theme was Megamakers.
This same theme has inspired our
Friday kids club. Read about that in
the youth pages. This year’s HBC
continued into the weekend with a
beach party on the Saturday. This
was so much fun and the weather
was just beautiful.

In addition, there was a goodbye
BBQ for Madi in July at Steve &
Helen’s House. Bitter Sweet - Madi,
we miss you!
The men were also catered for (both
figuratively and literally) with a
Men’s Fellowship BBQ. A great first
event with more events planned.

Holiday Bible Club - 23-27 July 2019 (Including Saturday BBQ)

Men’s BBQ - 26th July 2019
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SPOTLIGHT

MANY THANKS TO JOYCE LOVERING WHO HAS AGREED TO GO UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT FOR THIS ISSUE.

Joyce, 1972
1. When and why did I become a Christian?

5. What gets you out of bed in the morning?

I am not aware as I was brought up in a Christian

Presently it is gratitude to God that I am alive to

home, but sometime during my early marriage I do

serve Him another day – as I pray “Lord help me to

remember thinking that I had accepted Jesus and

remember that nothing will happen to me today that

left him in my “porch” and it was time I gave him the

together we can’t handle”.

freedom of my “house”.
6.

How does being a Christian affect how you

2. What is the best thing about being a Christian?

live?

... that I will never be alone or forsaken. Heb 13.5

Trying to live a life that brings glory to God so that a
difference can be observed. Only possible with the

3. What does being a Christian mean to you?

help of the Holy Spirit.

I cannot do my own agenda unless it is God’s will for
me – He knows best what I need. Of course I don’t

7. Who has been the greatest influence on your

find it easy to comply but I am not discouraged.

Christian life and why?
My Mum – she had some difficulty practicing her

4. What are the best bits of Gilgal?

Christianity but she never gave up. Her life style was

The sermons on Sunday, the fellowship after Sunday

evidence.

services, our house groups – knowing that I have a
church family that I can turn to for support.
24
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8. If you could add two more commandments to

14. Do you feel you have a purpose or calling

those already existing what would they be?

in life?

1. Do not waste food – having witnessed too many

Yes, to offer hospitality and encouragement to

starving people in Africa.

others.

2. Remember I love you as you are – so relax in my
love.
9. Have you had a prayer answered lately?
A few weeks ago I was seriously concerned about
a friend’s well being. I prayed about it for a few
days. Then on the Sunday as I was preparing the
communion table, again I prayed that the friend
would be in church. As I looked up, there was my
friend walking through the door. And together we
shared the blessing of answered prayer.
10. Share with us a spiritual experience you
have had.
I was going through a difficult patch with our family.
One early morning I went out to pray quietly in the
rhododendron field not far from our home. As I was
talking to God, the words “my grace is sufficient for
you” came vividly to me several times. Although at
the time I was not fully aware of the meaning – I was
much relieved to know that God had not abandoned
me and the situation became easier to cope with.
11. What is important in your life right now?
Getting closer to God and leading others to Him.

Joyce, 1973

That our grandchildren will be brought up in
Christian homes.
12. Do you have any hidden talents?
Dress making - I made my wedding dress and was
very happy with the result.
13. Tell us one thing that most people won’t
know about you.
In the 60’s and 70’s I had a ginormous afro!
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A RETROSPECTIVE
I LOVE OUR CHURCH AND I LOVE THE MEMORIES THAT ARE MADE WITHIN IT. CAPTURED HERE, ARE SOME
OF THESE HUMAN MOMENTS FROM THE PAST FEW MONTHS. ENJOY!

This page : The Weaver’s Leaving Do at Cardiff Bowl (1 June 2019)
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Men’s Breakfast - 21st September 2019. (Many thanks to all the Gilgal Ladies who served. Much appreciated).

Pastor Martin on Sports Shirt Sunday (29 September 2019) / Madi’s Last Day @ Gilgal (30 June 2019) / Lee Abbey (May 2019)
GILGAL CHURCH MAGAZINE
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A DAY IN THE LIFE...
LAURA LOVERING PROVIDES US WITH A GOOD INSIGHT INTO A DAY IN THE LIFE (OR FEW) OF A MISSIONARY
WORKING IN PERU. THANKS A MILLION LAURA!

One of the most difficult questions to answer and
one of the most popular questions to be asked is:
what’s your typical day like?
Even after four Home Assignments since January
2012 when I first arrived in Peru with BMSWorld Mission, this question doesn’t get any
easier to answer. So instead of trying to create a
convenient, bite-size response, I’m going to tell
you a bit about the last four days.
On Thursday, I unpacked my suitcases, cleaned
the fridge-freezer, purchased a part to repair
a damaged bit of plumbing on the rainwater
harvesting tanks and some bottles of drinking
water, because the water filter wasn’t ready
yet. I then checked on the little house next door
which we use to host visiting small groups and
speakers and discovered a large termite nest
with winged termites intending to establish a
28
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new nest in another part of the house. I used up
three cans of insect killer to kill the new colonists
who thankfully, hadn’t got very far into where
they were going…but realised that I didn’t have
enough cans to tackle the parent nest and then I
had a visit from my neighbours, Alfredo and his
mother, Liliana. I agreed to be Alfredo’s madrina
(‘Godmother’/general sponsor for all things
school-related) a couple of years ago. They had
plenty of news to share (about an hour…) and of
course, Alfredo needed some things for school.
On Friday, I bought three cans of insect killer and
asked my neighbour, Edwin, who looks after the
little house in my absence, to destroy the termite
nest. Then I went next door to The Office (a.k.a.
the Training Centre). I found Paolo to ask about
the Iquitos Baptist Association’s annual women’s
weekend retreat which was due to start in the
afternoon. He told me that they were expecting 40

women, more women than the Centre has beds
for, and he was hoping to use the little house the one still full of termites! We agreed that there
were as many free beds in the house where I live
and less termites. OK, but I hadn’t cleaned those
rooms. Women’s ETA: 5pm.
Then I found Basilio, the Centre’s groundsman,
and he gave me a garden tour and a general
update on all things green and fruity at the
site. Afterwards I found Alejandro, the La Union
Water Project committee president and principal
volunteer. Each village household has to pay a
nominal fee for water and I had transferred the
role of debt-collector to him before leaving. We
exchanged news on everything water projectrelated, including one new reconnection (hooray!)
and two candidates for disconnection (6-monthold debts, boo!). Then I went home to prepare the
rooms for the women arriving from Iquitos.
At around 9pm we received news that the
principal speaker had lost her flight from Lima
due to a bomb scare in Lima airport. We offered
to pay for a new flight if she could get one. She
said she’d let us know. Meanwhile, we shared
out her three two-hour teaching sessions on the
topic of prayer, in case she didn’t make it. I got
the Saturday evening session.
On Saturday, I began the day’s program with
a call to 30 minutes of exercise at 6am in the
new hall. At breakfast, the retreat organisers
confirmed that the speaker would not be coming.
Then they asked to borrow a Christian film,
‘War Room’, which they wanted the women to
watch later that day. I searched the whole house,
several times, and couldn’t find it. Then Tessy,
the Centre Secretary, found it in the office.
Then I prepared my talk for the evening. In the
afternoon, the organisers told me I’d be doing
the teaching session on the Sunday morning as
well. After the Secret Friend presentation and
the Biblical Women costume competition, which
always follow the Saturday evening teaching
session, I attempted to decipher the session
notes the speaker had emailed us for the Sunday

morning session. Gave up, prayed and sketched
an alternative. Went to bed at 11pm.
On Sunday, got up at 5am to finish preparing
the talk for the morning session. I went to the
Prayer Walk (I’d been asked to organise that the
day before) at 7am, then did the teaching session
at 9am, followed by a ‘Round Table’ session of
open questions and answers until lunchtime.
We started to clean up and everyone had left
for Iquitos by 3pm. I went home and then I was
just going to have a little lie down for 20mins…
woke up at 5:30pm on the sofa. Thankfully, it then
started to rain, and I couldn’t go out with Alejandro
to collect the water project money for July. So, I
checked the receipts he had given me from the
last two months against the current balance:
relieved that everything added up. I finished the
evening watching an episode of ‘Prime Suspect’
on DVD, a new purchase I’d brought back with
me from the U.K. Today, the 28th of July, is the
Peruvian Independence Day, which means that
tomorrow is a Public Holiday.
On Monday, I woke up late, had tea and porridge
for breakfast, washed two mosquito nets and
now I’m writing this.
Life here is always interesting!
Thank you for your prayers and support for
the work of BMS which is assisting the Iquitos
Baptist Association in a variety of ways.

Laura with her parents Joyce & Gordon Lovering.
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BAPTISM & TESTIMONIES
2019 HAS SEEN A NUMBER OF BAPTISMS. IN THIS ISSUE, WE OBSERVE THE TESTIMONIES OF PHIL & ALISON
ARMSTRONG, RAY PANTER AND BRIAN EVANS.

Alison Armstrong (19 May 2019)					

			

Phil Armstrong (19 May 2019)

Many of you heard our testimonies when we became

almost 50 after completing the Alpha Course, following

members of Gilgal Baptist Church last July. You may

which he chose to be confirmed. Two years ago to this

therefore be wondering why we have both chosen to be

very day, we were on the M4, driving to Porthcawl to

baptised today? Both of us were Christened as babies

start a new life here. Today, we take the next step in our

and then a few years ago as adults, we were confirmed

Christian life. As members of this Church, we believe that

within the Church of England, acknowledging our faith in

today, by being baptised by full immersion, we are obeying

Christ as our Saviour. I had gone to Sunday School and

the command of Jesus Christ, publicly confessing our faith

Church throughout my childhood and youth but drifted

in Him and witnessing to His name. We are committing

away ignoring God and struggling alone with what life

ourselves to Him and reaffirming that we accept Jesus

was throwing at me. Eventually I turned back to God and

Christ as our Lord and Master and acknowledging that he

rediscovered and reignited my faith. Having been agnostic

is alive through his resurrection from the grave.

for most of his life, Phil became a Christian when he was

BRIAN EVANS

where we lived. I had a major problem in that I did not
understand Welsh and lost interest by the age of 12. I

Why am I here waiting to be baptised? I was born 78 years

have always believed in the Bible but have always been a

ago just around the corner at 12 Victoria Avenue. Both

doubter. My knowledge of God/Jesus came from Religious

my parents were Welsh Speakers from the Neath Valley.

Instruction in School including major events like Christmas

They moved to Porthcawl, a very Anglicised town! I went

and Easter. So what happened to change my mind from

to a modern Welsh Baptist Church across the road from

being a doubter? To be honest, I don’t really know.
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Last December I came to the Candlelight Service which

thank the Gilgal congregation for their warm welcome to

I thoroughly enjoyed. I have no idea what happened

Jen and myself.

but I came away thinking I need to be baptised. Nothing
outwardly happened. There was no tap on the shoulder.
So did God come down and say “Come on Brian, I’ve
waited long enough for you to join me”? That was when I
contacted Martin and have since been enjoying Baptism
Classes (Thank you). I would also like to thank Caroline
and David and Anne for both giving me copies of the Bible
and also Mark for assisting me today. I would also like to

Brian Evans (19 May 2019)

RAY PANTER
I have been very fortunate throughout my life,
generally enjoying good health and a very happy
family life as a child and as an adult.
In retrospect, I suppose because life was good, my
church attendance in my early years was relatively
poor. However, I do remember praying as a very
young child of six or seven years old.
It was after our daughter Alison was born in 1962,
that Pam persuaded me that the only way to bring
up a child in the Christian way was by example. So, I
have attended church on a regular basis ever since.
During the years when I was working as a buyer
in the Northampton shoe industry, I often prayed
for help and guidance and would usually find that
issues would resolve, and outcomes would be good.
I have served the Church, mainly behind the scenes,
particularly in Northampton where I was convenor of
the fabric committee of Kingsthorpe Baptist Church
for many years.
Although it is my normal practice to stay in the
background, I feel the time has come to declare in
public my faith and trust in the Lord.

Ray Panter (30 June 2019)
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GETTING TO KNOW ALIE
ALIE BREAUX IS GILGAL’s LATEST INTERN WHO JOINED US IN SEPTEMBER 2019. ALIE TELLS US ALL
A LITTLE ABOUT HERSELF IN HER OWN WORDS.

Hey y’all! So if we haven’t had
a chance to formally meet, I’m Alie! I
am 20 and I am from South Louisiana!
I have five older siblings, two
brothers and three sisters! I grew up
in a small Southern Louisiana town,
New Iberia. New Iberia is the home
of Tabasco Hot Sauce, and a melting
pot of African-American, Creole,
Spanish, and French heritage! I
come from a French background, we
call ourselves Cajuns! We are best
known for our spices and undeniably
amazing cuisine.
32
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Since I was 14 I had an
unexplainable passion for the UK and
the culture. I realise that God placed
this desire in my heart because He
was preparing me for this season
of life; moving to Wales! I am so
thankful for the warm welcome and
hospitality I have received since
moving. Seriously, it has been a
blessing! I am excited to grow more
in my relationship with our Lord and
in the various ministries in which
I serve. I think the Lord is really
softening my heart and changing my

outlook on different things. I view
my time here as an immeasurable
opportunity to grow and really just
let God work in my heart and life.
America and Wales are very
different nations, and it has been
such a learning experience. I am
being exposed to various styles of
worship which has been amazing
to experience and really stretch
my faith. I am excited to get know
everyone more and be of service
while I’m here!

Advance 2020
On 12 October I attended the
Advance 2020 Summit at Bethel
Convention Centre, Birmingham,
with colleagues from Message
Wales. It was wonderful to see
so many Christian organisations
represented and there was a
great programme – in addition to
praise and worship we got to hear
motivational speakers on their
experiences of evangelism and
how they will seek to spread the
gospel across the UK in 2020. We
heard some interesting statistics,
including that over 60% of nonChristians know someone who
is a Christian and believe that
Jesus is a historical figure, 43%
believe Jesus rose from the dead
and 21% of non-Christians believe
Jesus was God in human form –
it is encouraging to hear this, as
many non-Christians are likely to
be receptive to hearing more!
Advance are building toward an
intentional, strategic and Spiritfilled year of mission in 2020, being
committed to taking the gospel to

the nation on an unprecedented
scale, aiming to give churches,
ministries and individuals the
opportunities,
encouragement
and support they need to reach
out with the powerful hope of the
gospel. The Message Trust are
partnering with the Evangelical
Alliance, Luis Palau Association
UK, Youth for Christ, Church
of England, Elim and the Billy
Graham Evangelical Association
UK – to name just a few! I believe
it is a superb initiative as we come
together with a common purpose
to proclaim the gospel.

ahead than ever before. We must
remember that God is with us,
and often prepares the hearts of
those with whom we discuss our
faith, so we must go forward with
boldness and confidence trusting
in our greatest partner ever to
guide and help us!
Alison Farrow

We can play our part here at Gilgal
too, by joining in the 2020 prayer
initiative and praying in 2020 on
the 20th of each month at 20:20 for
20 minutes that God will give us
many more opportunities to speak
about Christ. I believe in answered
prayer and I am trusting that this
concentrated, focussed prayer
will lead us into more discussion
about our faith in the months

If you would like to find out more about this initiative, please visit
the website - advance2020.org

GILGAL CHURCH MAGAZINE

33

PUZZLING QUESTIONS
Puzzling Questions is a course for those whose world view doesn’t include anything about the
Christian faith. Delegates take time to explore some of life’s deeper questions.......
PQ’s provides a space where friends can take time to explore some of life’s deeper questions,
discover the issues that really concern them, develop their own spiritual vocabulary and connect
with others who are on a spiritual journey too.
The course covers the following questions:
Who am I?
What is God like?
What happens after I die?
How can I be happy?
Why is there suffering in the world?
What is the spiritual realm and how does it impact my life?
Each week’s episode contains the same ingredients: Poem, Naked Interview, Vox Pop, a Song and
The Big Interview – supported by videos with a Workbook – ALL free.
We plan to start the six week course, sometime in February 2020, to complete before Easter. If
you think you might be interested contact phil.armstrong@gmail.com or text 07770 664 531 or
gordonandjoycelovering@hotmail.co.uk or text 07877 250 118.
Let us know which evenings would be best for you – start time is maybe 7.00pm or 7.30 pm, session
lasting not more than an hour and a half. Light refreshments will be served at each session. Venue
will depend on numbers. The course is sponsored by Gilgal Baptist Church, Porthcawl. It is open to
anyone – those of different faith or none at all!
This course is aimed at non-Christians who want to find out more about Christianity and is an ideal
pre-introduction to the Alpha Course. So, if you know anyone who asks you questions about the
Christian faith, suggest this course to them – come with them if you like.
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ROSIE IN CHESTER

Rosie

Hi everyone,
I have recently moved from Porthcawl
where I have lived my whole life to
Chester to study an FDA in Theology,
Mission and Evangelism with The Light
Project. The Light Project is a group
of people with a heart to let others
experience Jesus in ways that make
sense. I am currently living with two
other girls called Anna and Faye: They
are lovely and we are getting along well.
It took me a while to get used to living
in Chester as it is a huge city and far
away from home. But I’m figuring out
my way around and settling into my
new adventure. I am on placement on
Mondays and Thursdays. On Monday
afternoon I go with Faye to St Andrews
36
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Church in Runcorn and we try to help
the church in whatever way we can as
the vicar does not have anyone to help
her. Then on Thursday I’m with The
Light Collective which are in partnership
with The Light Project. Myself and
others spend the morning praying
& worshipping; then the afternoon
evangelising in the community. I also
go to Christian Union (CU) in Chester
University and I’m really enjoying meeting
Christians my age and all worshipping
together also learning about the Bible.
I also made some really good friends in
The Light Project and CU.

ENTERTAINMENT ROUND-UP
Album : Hillsong Worship : AWAKE *****
Song : Lauren Daigle : Rescue *****
Song : For King & Country & Dolly Parton : God Only Knows *****
Film : Breakthrough *** (Synopsis below)

BREAKTHROUGH: Tragedy
strikes when Joyce Smith’s
adopted son John, falls through
the ice on a frozen lake in
Missouri. Trapped underwater for

more than 15 minutes, rescuers
bring John back to the surface and
rush him to the nearest hospital.
While doctors fear the worst, the
14-year-old boy continues to fight

for his life as Joyce, her husband
and their pastor stay by his
bedside and pray for a miracle.

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
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Pause for
thought...
AS WE GET TO THE END OF THIS ISSUE,
SOME THINGS TO REFLECT ON.....

Every scar has a story,
What will mine tell?
What will come of this,
when I’m better, when I’m well?
I want my scar to tell,
of how I’ve overcome,
of how I made it through,
of where I have come from.
I want my scar to whisper,
about the pain I faced,
about this very hard time,
about the marathon I raced.
But mostly I want my scar,
to speak of something greater,
I want it to shout,
about my living Creator.

Somehow, not only for Christmas,
But all the long year through,
The joy that you give to others,
Is the joy that comes back to you.
And the more you spend in

Let my scar be evidence,
that there is a loving Lord,
who fought my scary battles,
and on whose wings I soared.
Let my scar proclaim,
that all things work for good,
that by myself I couldn’t,
but with my God I could.

sad;

Let them take a look,
Let them peek and see,
My scar shows God is great,
It points to Him, not me.

The more of your heart’s

By Kristina M. DeCarlo

blessing the poor and lonely and

possessing returns to make you

Source: https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/poem/
every-scar-has-a-story

glad.

She will give birth to a son, and you are to give
him the name Jesus, because he will save his
people from their sins.
Matthew 1:21
38
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We need to find God, and he cannot be found
in noise and restlessness. God is the friend of
silence. See how nature - trees, flowers, grass
grows in silence; see the stars, the moon and
the sun, how they move in silence... We need
silence to be able to touch souls.
Mother Teresa
bag

– John Greenleaf Whittier

CHRISTMAS SERVICES: Be sure to check out the
dates for our services!
Spread the word - Bring a friend.

UPCOMING DATES
Date

Time

Event

Location

27 November 2019

7.15pm

Fellaship Quiz Night

Park Avenue - Hall

11 December 2019

7.00pm

Gilgal Ladies Bring & Share
Meal

Park Avenue - Hall

13 December 2019

4.30pm

Mega Makers Christmas
Party

Park Avenue - Hall

18 December 2019

11am

Traditional Service Favourite Christmas Carols.

Park Avenue

18 December 2019

12.15pm

Lunch Club Christmas
Dinner

Park Avenue - Hall

21 December 2019

11am

Open Air Carols

John St. Bandstand,
Porthcawl

22 December 2019

10.30am

Sunday Club Nativity
Service

Park Avenue

22 December 2019

6pm

Carols by Candlelight

Park Avenue

24 December 2019

4pm

Christingle Service

Park Avenue - Hall

25 December 2019

10am

Christmas Day Family
Service

Park Avenue

29 December 2019

10.30am

Sunday Morning Service

Park Avenue

29 December 2019

6pm

Sunday Evening Service

Park Avenue

AND
FiNALLY.....

DIRECTIONS TO GILGAL : - We have been asked on a few occasions to describe where we are located so it
seemed fitting to include this in our magazine also. We are located very near to the centre of Porthcawl,
a few minutes walk from John Street. With the town library on your left, walk straight on and take the
2nd turning on your left which is Park Avenue. We are located 100 yards up the road on the left. As you
approach the left turning, you should see a sign directing you.

GILGAL CHURCH MAGAZINE

39

