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QUARTERLY NEWS ROUNDUP

Easter
MOBO

Our Summer!

Youth

Everything you ever wanted to know about

What did John & Margaret get up to during

It’s been a busy few months for our Youth

the Gilgal MOBO can be found on page 11.

the Summer? Read on and we will all find
out!

& Family Ministry. Steve Lock brings us up
to date!

Note from the Editor...

WElcome...
Hello and welcome to Issue 10 of
the Gilgal Magazine.
2018 has been a roller coaster
of a year so far. Such a lot has
happened in a year that has seen
some wonderful highs and some
more challenging times as well for
us as individuals and as a Church.
As we move through the Autumn
season, heading rapidly towards
Winter, it seems like a good time to
reflect on the year that has been.
I remember the wonderful events
that Gilgal has held, most recently
a fantastic kids Harvest Service
and a memorable Stuart Townend
concert. This concert was held
to a packed church of some 300+
people. It was wonderful not only

to see our Church full of people
but all worshipping our amazing
God. It really was a superb evening
and you can find an interview with
Stuart along with photos and a
concert review in this issue.
On a more personal note, we lost
a wonderful friend back in July.
Bev Poulton touched the lives
of many with her kind spirit and
wonderful generosity. Her passing
was difficult for many but we take
comfort in the knowledge she is
now at peace and with our Lord
and Saviour.
Looking to the future, we have
much to look forward to as we draw
closer to Christmas and our series
of planned events.

I want to end this section with a
MASSIVE thank you to everyone
for your contributions. I want to
give a special shout out to Phil and
Alison Armstrong for providing
their wonderful assistance to this
issue. Thanks for all your help
both. Really appreciated.
Enjoy!
God bless,
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the pastor’s
corner
The Christ and the Christian

Gilgal is a Christian church. We believe and teach
that Jesus is the Christ. Our aim is to help people

“Christ”! To some people it’s just a swear word. become Christians, that is, people who believe
Others mistakenly think it is Jesus surname. In that Jesus is the Christ. One key Bible passage
fact, it is a title for a very special person, ‘Christ’ on this theme is found in Matthew chapter 16
in English comes from ‘Christos’ in Greek, which

verses 13-17 where Jesus asks His disciples

is a translation of ‘Messiah’ from the Hebrew. It who people think He is. Simon Peter gives the
means ‘Anointed One’, and in the Old Testament

answer which Jesus is looking for: ‘You are the

was used of any one of three special roles:

Christ, the Son of the Living God’. To which Jesus

Prophets, Priests and Kings. They were literally

replies with very positive spiritual affirmation and

anointed (Christened) with oil poured over their

encouragement. Look it up in our Bible and see

heads to mark the presence and empowering of

what Jesus said to Peter.

the Holy Spirit, setting them apart for a special
God given task.

When we recognise who Jesus really is it brings
a spiritual blessing to us, and we will want to

Some extra special people had a double

serve Him and follow His teaching too. Are you

anointing, David was a King and Prophet, Moses

a Christian? Do you believe that Jesus is ‘The

was a Prophet and Priest. But only in Jesus Christ

Christ’? If you really do it will affect every area

do we see all three special roles united in one of your life. If you would like to know more about
person. Jesus is ‘The Christ’, who excels every

taking a step of faith and beginning to follow

other prophet, priest and king now and forever.

Jesus please contact me, I would love to tell you

There never was, is or will be anyone of the same

more about this special person Jesus Christ.

calibre as the Lord Jesus Christ.

Some of us will already be thinking about
Christmas (Christ Mass). Christmas is the time

4
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Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. We

His life and teaching, His miracles, signs and

believe that the Son of God came into the world wonders, His death on the cross, His resurrection
through a supernatural birth to be the Saviour

from the dead, His ascension to heaven and His

of the World. Many in our present society have

promise to come again. Come and celebrate with

separated Christ from Christmas and are left with us the greatest event in the history of humanity.
a festival that means very little and yet demands

Come and celebrate the life of the greatest

a great financial expense. There is no meaning person to ever live. Come and celebrate Christ
or purpose to Christmas without knowing and

this Christmas!

celebrating the life of ‘The Christ’!
At Gilgal we will be celebrating a Christian
Christmas that rejoices in the birth of our Lord

Rev. Martin Gillard
Pastor, Gilgal Baptist Church

Jesus Christ. And not just His birth, but also

TODDLER & PRAYER CORNER
Back in the Summer, we took a decision to move as part of the main congregation. The new prayer
the prayer corner to be adjacent to the musicians corner also is looking great with a coffee table and
area. Filling this space was a newly created toddler seating now in place.
area which was expanded by removing some pews.
Here, toddlers can play in safety within the church
as their adults listen on, all within close range of the
stage area. Feedback has been really positive and it
has been great to see families being able to worship
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OUR SUMMER
MANY THANKS TO JOHN & MARGARET HORNSBY FOR THEIR RECOLLECTION OF THEIR SUMMER
HOLIDAY.

What an incredible summer we’ve
just had!
Not only incredible sunshine,
but also incredible, because we
actually went away from Porthcawl
for three whole weeks. Together,
just the two of us! Free for a short
while at least, from our various
church, community and parental
responsibilities. Although, in reality,
we missed everyone greatly and
thankfully were never totally out
of touch, through the wonders of
mobile phones and Wi-Fi.
We did a circular tour of Britain,
in our oversized campervan,
covering much of North Wales,
North Cheshire, North Yorkshire
and Norfolk. By making extensive
use of our free bus passes in North
Wales (John got his in June!) and
our trusty bikes in England (as
we couldn’t get free transport
there!) we met some wonderful
local people who blessed us by
their generosity, kindness and
hospitality.
But, we really want share with you
6
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our experiences, of three very
different churches we found along
the way.
The first was in North Wales. Having
found a website for Criccieth
Community Church and seen that
the Beach Mission was in town,
John was curious to see if he would
know anyone on the team.

modern, uplifting songs, lead by a
full worship group. What a witness
to the community. A wonderful
family of Christians, from kids to
grandparents, all freely enjoying the
worship and witnessing openly to
the glory of our awesome God.
And what a superb idea – Maybe
one Sunday, next summer in
Porthcawl?

So we hopped on the bus to
Criccieth, and trudged up the hill to
find the Church, only to discover
that it wasn’t actually having a
service that morning !!! - Well not
there at least.... they had shipped
out, lock, stock and barrel, to the
sea front!
So, back down the hill, as fast as
we could, following the sound of
singing, to find them all on the
prom ……Sound System, Worship
Group, Chairs and Sun Shades!
What an incredible setting to
worship the wonderful Lord of
creation. They held their normal
morning service in the open-air,
with a bible-based address and

On the second Sunday we went
to a tiny Methodist church in
Comberbach, Cheshire, where we
joined a very small, very faithful
group of Christians, (most of whom
had qualified for their bus passes
many, many years ago), in an old
yet immaculately kept building.
We sang ancient Wesley hymns,
accompanied by an ancient organ,

from an ancient Wesley
hymnbook (some of which we
knew). We had a beautifully
warm welcome and a wonderful
blessing again but what a
contrast to the outreach of the
previous week!
For the third Sunday, Google
presented us with The Lighthouse
Church in Sheringham, Norfolk.
Previously Sheringham Baptist
Church, they had recently moved
from their original building into a
totally new, very modern building
and re-named themselves
accordingly. WOW. Another
contrast!!

Again we had found a wonderful
Christian family of all ages but
even more enthusiastic and
forward looking. This was a
definite eye opener.
We carried our tea and coffee
from the entrance café area, into

the sanctuary and joined the
family service.
Admittedly, this service may not
have been totally typical of their
“normal” Sunday service! The
Pastor was on holiday and the
Youth Pastor led an “interesting”
service, with an emphasis on fruit
and veg and inclusive fun for all
ages. The worship was led by a
superb young worship group and
John and I did our best to join in
the very modern worship songs,
most of which we’d never heard
before! The morning was more
than a little manic and somewhat
lacking in teaching content, but
it was great to see an impressive
number both of youngsters and
older folk joining in the activities
without reservation. It was noisy
- the youngsters loved it and the
older folk seemed to enjoy it as
well!
Then we had another warm
welcome and a grand tour of their
new community-facing facilities
(including a soft play area for
the toddlers) and gathered
lots of possible ideas whilst
carrying another cuppa from their
community café.

very different and we’re not sure
which of them you might have felt
most comfortable in. But for us? It
was definitely...........well, actually,
we’re not totally sure either!
We loved the open air service,
the enthusiastic worship, the
inclusion of the children, the new
building, some of the old hymns,
most of the new ones. We loved
the very different fellowships, the
different messages, the range of
ages and the very warm welcome
from each.
All these very different
experiences made us think! What
should our fellowship be doing
to move forward in faith and
make Jesus better known, attract
young families, reach out to our
community and respond to the
recent Anniversary challenge
from Lynn Green, the Baptist
Union General Secretary, to help
make Porthcawl a “Kingdom”
town?
What might the year ahead bring?
What changes should we make?
What changes will we make?
What next for Gilgal in
Porthcawl????

So …..All three services were

WEB & LOGO
You may have noticed we have had a
few noticeable changes this year in that
we have a new sparkly website and with
it a new Church Logo. Check them out
at www.gilgalbaptistchurch.co.uk and
let us know what you think.
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NAturally
SUPERNATURAL
MANY THANKS TO CAROLINE SHARP FOR HER ARTICLE ON THE NATURALLY SUPERNATURAL
CONFERENCE HELD IN AUGUST 2018 @ STAFFORD SHOWGROUND. WONDERFUL READING!

The Naturally Super Natural Conference.

as New Wine ‘held in Somerset’ and Grapevine ‘in
Lincolnshire’. However, although this was my first

At the end of July, I travelled to Stafford show-ground

time at Naturally Supernatural, for me this conference

to attend a six-day event on the Holy Spirit with my

surpassed the others in many ways. Before getting

daughter (Natalie). The event is run by Mike Pilavachi

there, I wasn’t too sure what to expect and only had

‘the senior pastor of Soul Survivor Watford’ and his

my experience of the other conferences to go by, so

team. Providing a place for Christians to meet in

with my best foot forward I stepped into the unknown.

God’s presence, to worship, and learn more about
him, as well as offering space for the Holy Spirit to

Each day started with powerful and lively worship,

move among everybody, as Mike and his team firmly

which set the pace for us to meet not only with each

believe that the church should be Spirit led. The

other, but to meet with God’s presence, which led into

Naturally Supernatural conference started in 2016 and

the morning’s main meeting followed by a range of

sadly next year will be its last event.

seminars in the afternoon before we all came back
together in the evening for worship and the final

Over the years I have attended similar events such

8
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meeting of the day. The worship was both powerful

and lively, led by an incredible worship band, and on

going out into their high street to offer prayer for

a couple of evenings the main worship team were

healing to those passing by, allowing not only the

joined by other musicians. Firstly, by a string quartet

community but themselves to witness the Holy Spirit

and on another night, amazing drummers, all of

work miracles, all of which for me was incredible to

whom were not only incredible to listen to but set the

hear. Towards the end of their seminar Janet said

worship alight. Being a part of all those Christians

a friend texted her that morning with a message for

worshipping together made the atmosphere electric

Claire ‘who would be at their talk’ someone who has

with the passion for God and left me with such a

fibromyalgia and wanted them to come forward, so

sense of awe at the power of God.

she could pray with them. To start with I thought
that’s good, it wasn’t for me, but found it interesting

Throughout the day not only were there seminars for

when no-one went forward for prayer. Seeing that

the adults and children but there were activities going

no-one was going to the front Janet offered that

on alongside these events to entertain children of all

the name might not be Claire but did begin with a

ages, such as football, an indoor space to play board

C. I started to feel it was for me so a little nervously

games, a cinema, and on one afternoon a vintage

but also curious, to see if my daughter wondered

fair with a helter skelter and many other activities for

the same, I looked at her and asked if she felt the

adults and children alike.

message was for me, to which she nodded yes and
told me to go forward, so hesitantly I worked my way

The seminars as advertised in the program were

to the front. When Janet and I started to speak to

incredible, and from each one I was moved and

each other, she immediately asked if I knew Jesus.

took something with me. Out of them all the most

I said yes and that I had been to church all my life.

memorable seminar for me was with a young couple,

Instantly as if she knew all about me she told me of

Neil and Janet Young, and was so powerful and

some painful experiences I had been through which

personal it will forever stay with me. They spoke

completely shook me and made me suddenly afraid

about how they founded the church ‘Causeway Coast

as I thought she was going to also tell me of all the

Vineyard’ which started firstly with Janet’s family,

sins I had committed, however she didn’t. In that

with no church building but instead all of them in her

moment though and even now I firmly believe God

sister’s living room, and the many issues they faced

was speaking to me directly. The most powerful part

over the years before getting the church to where it

of this experience for me came when Janet told me

is today, with its own building and a congregation

that God loves me, and I am free. With that I began

of 1500 to 2000. A faith journey that has taken them

to cry. Great big tears, I can’t even begin to explain

18 years, believing through it all that God’s plan for

what I felt like in that moment, but it meant more to

their church was and is to be active in reaching out

me than a parent telling their child they are loved

and working within their community. The church fully

or a husband telling his wife he loves her. It was a

trusting God’s word to them that ‘if they go out to

direct message to me and made me feel so engulfed

the lost, then God will look after the church’. As part

by emotion and peaceful all at once. I personally

of being active within their community Neil spoke of

have for so long struggled with the belief that God

working as a dinner assistant in schools and how

could, or does, love me, and believed because of

the schools didn’t want the church members to

what I have gone through that I don’t deserve it, but

speak to the children of their faith, but now because

this experience has left me wanting and trying to

of their work at the school it has become part of

work towards having a deeper relationship with him.

the school’s activities to learn more about God.

Towards the last night, in one of the meetings, we

From there the Young’s spoke about their church

listened to testimonies on how the Holy Spirit had
GILGAL CHURCH MAGAZINE
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NATURALLY SUPERNATURAL
Continued from page 9.

been at work, not only during this year’s event,
but listened to God’s miracles from the previous
year. One of these was about a young couple, who
had come forward for prayer last year because
they wanted a baby. This year they came on stage
to say they were expecting their first child and
was five months pregnant. Other movements
of the Spirit throughout this year’s conference
saw people having healing in their bodies. Then
a gentleman sitting near me told a few of us
around him that he was a Vicar and had been
for 40 years, and had attended the seminar of
Healing on the Streets with Mark Marx ‘ part of the
Causeway Coast Vineyard church’, who through
the seminars had been training people prior to
taking them out into the streets of Stafford; and
that day, the gentleman near me, for the first time
in his 40 years had led 6 people to God and was
overcome with what he had witnessed, and this

towards being a part of its community and open

was shared on stage so that all could hear of his

to the work of the Holy Spirit.

experience. It was amazing to listen to and see
first-hand the work of the Spirit.

Finally, I wanted to end by offering that because
of my experience at Naturally Supernatural it

Going to Naturally Supernatural gave me such a

felt right to share my experience with Gilgal as

refreshing look not only at how I see myself but

an offering to others who may not have been

also my walk with God and allowed me to reflect

to a conference but would like to know what

on what the church stands for. Before I saw the

it’s like or who are planning to attend one, and

church as a building with different people in it, to

to finish with my renewed belief for all of us in

now seeing the church as being many individuals

God’s never ending love for each of us and warm

with a variety of differences but all of whom are

encouragement on our walk with him.

brought together in faith to be family striving

10
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MOBO aka mjbk
YOU WOULD BE FORGIVEN FOR THINKING THE TITLE OF THIS PAGE IS EITHER SOMEONE GETTING CARRIED AWAY
WITH THEIR KEYBOARD OR AN ARTICLE ON MUSIC OF BLACK ORIGIN. THE TRUTH IS NEITHER. HERE, GORDON
LOVERING TELLS YOU ABOUT HIS MOBO IDEA. I HOPE YOU ARE SUITABLY INTRIGUED!?

MOBILE BOOKSTALL ALSO

with those who are interested.

tracts and read them carefully,

KNOWN AS MAKING JESUS

Everything is free. Lots of Good

we would be brilliantly equipped

BETTER KNOWN!

News Newspapers and several

to answer the many questions

Bibles have been taken – along

we face. (When asked why

with information about Gilgal.

she became a Christian, one

Already we have used it at this

teenager said to me some years

year’s Holiday Bible Club and the
is

a

wide

Carnival, our 5 day outreach in

informative tracts. In fact maybe

best answers!”) And the info.

Trecco, at the Elvis outreach and

everyone

should

leaflets and the business cards

several random dates on John

help themselves to the tracts

are easy to carry. If everybody

Street. Miraculously (?) it fits

and leaflets because they try

took some to give away we could

into the back of my car and with

to answer many of the usual

swamp Porthcawl and “make

wheels it is genuinely mobile. So

questions and objections people

Jesus better known”!

it can go anywhere. It only takes

have to the Christian faith. From

10 minutes to walk it from Gilgal

the Virgin birth to evidence for

In the next few months –

to the town centre.

the resurrection of Jesus and all

weather permitting – we shall

points in between – suffering, life

take it on John Street with the

Most of the time it is a passive

after death, injustice, God and

intention of it becoming a regular

witness – we do not force

science etc, etc.

feature. Familiarity will make

church

it more accessible. If you are a

anything on anyone, but we are
simply standing with it to engage

of

“Christianity has all the

There

in

range

ago -

Saturday Fun Day, the Porthcawl

Actually, if we all took some

“Porthcawl–ite” you can meet
so many of your friends! But we
need supporters and ideas. Just
to stand with us near the MoBo
(not in front of it!) and ideas on
how to make it stand out more yet
remain easily mobile? Thanks to
all who have supported us so far.
Contact Gordon Lovering for
details and information.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH
STUART TOWNEND & BAND CAME TO GILGAL ON SEPTEMBER 26TH 2018 AS PART OF HIS COURAGE TOUR.
THIS SEEMED LIKE THE PERFECT OPPORTUNITY TO GRAB HIM FOR AN INTERVIEW WHICH HE KINDLY AGREED TO.

Q: There isn’t that much written about you in your

you ever face any taunting at school about your faith

early years, except that you were the son of a CofE

or your father’s profession?

minister in Sowerby Bridge, West Yorkshire, so what
was life like growing up in this market town in the

Not so much at secondary school, but in my primary

Calder Valley?

school (when we lived in Kirkheaton, Huddersfield) there
was a difficult period when I was labelled the ‘vicar’s

Sowerby Bridge is a fairly typical post-industrial town set

son’. But there will always be kids who seek to alienate

in the Calder Valley and surrounded by beautiful hills and

and pick on others’ differences, no matter how slight or

moors. I spent all my teenage years there, and I loved it.

irrelevant, so it’s just par for the course.

I still have quite a bit of family there, so we regularly go
back.

Q: After you left school and university, did you follow

The church my dad led had a thriving youth group, and

any sort of career, or did you go straight into writing

the school I was at had some great inspirational teachers,

worship music?

so in the main I have very happy memories. I also used
to play music and perform with two of my older brothers,

I never had any intention of getting into writing worship

which was a great foundation for what I went on to do.

songs – it’s not the sort of thing that pops up in your
school careers advice! I studied literature at university,

Q: As the son of a CofE minister and a Christian did
12
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and never even considered that playing music could be a

career. Straight after uni I worked in an administrative

them first time round!) has been a joy.

capacity in my local church, and it was only then that

In the Christian world, Dave Fellingham was a major

a vacancy came up at Kingsway Music (now Integrity

influence on my understanding of worship and what a

UK) to work in the music department. So my first job

worship song could do. I also had the privilege of playing

was writing the piano arrangements for the Songs of

in Graham Kendrick’s band for a while, and I learned so

Fellowship songbooks!

much from him – not only from his finished songs, but the

But that job gave me a lot of insight into the process of

way he experimented spontaneously with song ideas in

writing worship songs, through working at close quarters

between songs. You could see ideas forming and being

with the likes of Dave Bilbrough, Noel Richards, and

shaped in the live context – amazing to witness.

Graham Kendrick, as well as getting opportunities to do
session work and produce albums.

Q: You’ve called this the ‘Courage’ tour, partly as a

At the same time, under the tutelage of Dave Fellingham

tribute to your brother. You wrote the song ‘Keep

at the church in Brighton, I was leading worship regularly,

You Here’ for Phil only 6 months or so before he died

travelling with Dave nationally and internationally, and

from oesophageal cancer. What did it mean to you to

beginning to write worship songs.

be able to perform that song with him before he was

That culminated in my involvement in the Stoneleigh

taken from you?

Bible Weeks (which ran from 1991 to 2001), where I
was leading worship and producing the live album at

The song actually came into being shortly after his

the same time! Many of the early songs got established

diagnosis in 2016, and I first played it for the family at

through their initial exposure at Stoneleigh.

Christmas that year when we were all gathered together.
At that time Phil said, “If you ever record that song, I’d

Q: If God hadn’t given you the gift to write and

love to sing on it”. As spring came round and it became

perform music, what do you think you would have

clear that the album wasn’t going to happen then, I just

ended up doing in life and in the service of the Lord?

thought “blow it, let’s just record it now – and video it”. So
we just went into studio, and the result is the video that’s

At university I had always assumed that I would end

on YouTube now. And I’m so glad we did, because soon

up in some area of journalism – I have always loved

after that Phil’s health declined and he wouldn’t have

working with words, whether through lyrics, poetry,

been able to be involved, so we as a family have such

articles or seminars. So I think I would have ended up

happy memories of that time – and we have a lasting

communicating through writing or speaking.

memento of it. And Phil loved being in studio as much
as I do!

Qx: You have written so many popular worship
songs, both individually and in conjunction with

The ‘Courage’ album is partly about loss and grief. But it’s

other musicians, but who are the musicians and

also about having the courage to recognise (and share

songs that inspire you?

with others) different kinds of emotional challenges,
including various areas of mental health. And the song

In the broader field of music, my early heroes were Bob

my daughter Emma sang on tour (and which we co-

Dylan, David Bowie, Stevie Wonder, and of course the

wrote), “I am here for you”, was undoubtedly the highlight

Beatles. Not only did I love them all musically, but the

of the tour for me, as it seemed to encourage so many

pictures they painted and the stories they told through

people to talk about their own issues within the church

their lyrics had a profound effect on me. And in more

context for the first time.

recent times discovering that same lyrical beauty from
people like Joni Mitchell, James Taylor (I seemed to miss
GILGAL CHURCH MAGAZINE
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AN INTERVIEW WITH STUART TOWNEND
Q: As with the loss of your brother

spend the majority of that time at home,

similar sense of humour, and a passion

to cancer, we at Gilgal all lost a dear

so there is a balance there.

to write songs that feed the church. But

friend recently to ovarian cancer.

It was much more difficult when the

of course I had no idea that the first

Her courage and unshakeable faith

family was younger, but now it’s much

song we would write together would be

in God was an example to us all.

easier, and Caroline (my wife) can join

so widely used around the world!

The new album ’Courage’ is about

us for part of the tour when time allows.

facing and sharing pain, but with

But I do miss my dog…!

Q: ‘In Christ Alone’ often tops

such faith in God do you believe we

the ‘charts’ of Christian favourite

need courage to prepare to meet

Q:

the

worship songs. It must be a song

our maker, or is courage needed at

Archbishop of Canterbury awarded

you have performed over, and over,

the point of being diagnosed and

you the Cranmer Award for Worship

again. Do you still get the same buzz

to cope with all that may follow? Or

in recognition of an outstanding

and feelings each time you perform

is it really family and friends who

contribution to worship music. What

it?

need the courage to face up to the

did it mean to you to receive this

inevitable and life without a loved

award?

Just

over

a

year

ago

one?

Obviously it’s always uplifting to hear
congregations

singing

their

hearts

It was wonderful! It came out of the

out, but I couldn’t engage always with

I think it’s all of the above. We all want

blue – and I had no idea the Archbishop

it emotionally on the same level every

to know the big picture, the when and

gave out awards like this! So it was

time - especially if I’m playing it every

where of our future, to give us some

lovely to meet Archbishop Justin, to

night on tour! I’ve just learned to accept

sense of control, maybe. But God

wander round the beautiful grounds of

that on any given evening this song is

doesn’t usually give that to us. So the

Lambeth Palace, and to receive this

meaning a lot to the congregation, even

courage we all really need is to fully live

kind of recognition for the work I do.

if the familiarity is making it hard for me

each day as it is given to us, without

to engage with it personally.

knowing where the path will ultimately

Q: A few of your most popular

lead.

songs have been written with Keith
& Kristyn Getty. How did you meet

Q: Family is clearly important to you,

and what led to you co-operating

so how do you balance your home/

together?

work life relationships while you are
away on a long tour?

Keith and I met at a worship conference
via a mutual friend who thought we

It’s always a challenge! I have the good

should work together. We are from

fortune of being able to have part of my

very different backgrounds, culturally,

family on tour with me, so that really

denominationally, musically, and quite

helps. And overall in any given year I

different characters! But we share a

14
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help people to get a bigger picture

example, the ‘Courage’ album and

Q: And finally, what do you think

of, and passion for, God in their life.

tour wasn’t part of some big plan – it

God has in store for Stuart Townend

And I would love to be able to write

was my songwriter’s response to the

in the future?

songs that could communicate the

path of loss, grief and mental health

gospel to those who don’t know God

God has taken us as a family along

I really don’t know! I’m not someone

– things like “Vagabonds” are my

over recent years. And I hope to keep

who strategizes or sets 5 year goals

naïve attempts so far! – but I also like

being able to write songs that point us

for my life. My passion is to keep

to respond to what I’m seeing and

to the reality of God in the midst of our

writing songs for the church that will

experiencing in the short term. For

life experiences.

review - COURAGE
COURAGE is Stuart’s 10th solo album and this time around,
it feels like a real family affair with Stuart’s two sons playing
instruments and daughter Emma as well as brother Phil
featuring on vocals.
This album feels very personal. The subjects covered across
the 12 songs featured include grief, loss and mental health and
in my view it is the songs having this background story that form
some of the most moving, poignant moments of the album.
The song “I am here for you” sung beautifully by Emma
captures the struggles people face every day. Life can he
hard and fraught with real challenges and difficulties. It is not
always easy to remain strong and on that basis this song really
resonated with me. I know from seeing the response to this
song at the recent Gilgal concert, this song also resonated with
many other people.
The song ‘Keep You Here’, maybe is the most poignant song
on the album as it features the Townend family alongside Phil
Townend who passed

away before the album
was released. Aside from
the background story, the
words themselves
express what all of us
would wish given similar
circumstances - “I’d like to stop the world from turning”, “Do
all I can to keep you here”. Most of us will identify with this
sentiment at some level.
The album is easy to listen to and the songs themselves
are well crafted with lyrics that are meaningful. For me,
I really like the folk sounding elements of the album.
The use of the banjo in particular for me stood out on songs
like Courage.
I really like this album. I have played it a lot over the last few
weeks and each time I listen to it, something new pops out at me
to think about. I really hope these songs will be picked up and
adopted by churches across the country. Highly recommended.
GILGAL CHURCH MAGAZINE
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YOUTH WORK
GILGAL HAS A FANTASTIC YOUTH MINISTRY. HERE, STEVE LOCK, GIVES US AN UPDATE
ON ALL THE LATEST NEWS.

Imagine a world where …?

Our own dedicated youth team have been busy this
summer too, with camping trips to Spree in Carmarthen

Do you ever do that? Imagine? Dream? Long for

and Soul Survivor in Stafford. Both events are aimed at

something?

giving young people a fab time physically, spiritually, and
emotionally. With some fantastic activities to suit everyone

I’ve been doing that most of my life and sometimes, just

with music, worship and talks to make you think about the

sometimes, those dreams become a reality. Since the

bigger issues in life. We joined about 5000 other young

last publication of the Gilgal Magazine little signs of new

people and their leaders and had an incredible experience

things are beginning to form….

soaking in the presence of God and getting inspired to
make a difference in the world.

What a summer! Back in July we had the annual visit
of our long-time friends from Louisiana who spent time

Our regular children’s Holiday Bible Club this year was

in the schools and at the Pavilion. Joining them was this

split over a half week because of the school term dates

incredible bus. It’s kitted out with the latest video games

and included a family fun day on the Saturday which was

and really cool youth friendly music technology. It’s run

really well attended and still talked about now. We had

by Message Wales based in Cardiff and is basically a

all sorts of inflatable children’s climbing, bouncing things

mobile youth club. It travels around Wales serving local

with the competition to find our champion team, as well as

communities that otherwise wouldn’t have any really cool

our now traditional ‘Ice Cream Sunday Sundae!’

youth provision, and really does make the good news
about Jesus accessible to young people. It’ll be back in

We really do aim to serve our community, not just talk

November as part of the Higher Tour visiting over 50 of

about God all the time!

our secondary schools right across South Wales. Even if
you’re not young it’s worth checking out to see how cool

I started this piece with the words “expecting great

it is!

things,” and to be honest as a church at Gilgal we are. As
you’ve read, we’re doing some fab things with children,
young people and families, if you haven’t visited us, come
and see for yourself – you will be guaranteed a warm
welcome. But that’s just the start. Plans are forming for
what is left of 2018, including more family socials, Jump
Jam, Light Parties, Messy Church, music nights as well
as the regular Christmas activities like Messy Christingle,
Carols by Candlelight and Christmas family services.
We’re even planning a winter BBQ!

16

GILGAL CHURCH MAGAZINE

MESSY CHURCH - June 2018

We’re looking at how we can engage better with men,
especially what we can do to create space for dads with
their children, in what is a mahoosively busy world. Watch
this space…

We’re always on the lookout for innovative ways of bringing
faith to the family in a way that connects - because family’s
matter. There is so much more that God has for us all.
There’s a fab verse in the Bible where Jesus simply says
“I came so they can have real and eternal life, more and
better life than they ever dreamed of.” (John 10v.10msg)

I for one am discovering that dream as I get to know Jesus
better myself and I’d love to help you discover it too. Why
not check us out sometime at www.gilgal.co.uk or we’re
on Park Avenue, Porthcawl. Best time to get us at our best
is a Sunday morning at 10:30am!

SOUL SURVIVOR - August 2018

GILGAL CHURCH MAGAZINE
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Holiday BIble CLUB 2018
SUMMER JUST WOULD NOT BE THE SAME WITHOUT HBC. THIS YEAR WAS NO EXCEPTION. LOADS OF FUN!

This year’s HBC was held from Wednesday July 25th
through to Saturday July 28th at Porthcawl Primary
School. The theme for this year was team builders.
Each day saw around 50-100 children of primary age
in attendance. For the first time, a fun day was held
on the Saturday. This was a chance for the kids to
go wild on the various inflatables as well as a bungee
rope inflatable which proved very popular. Equally
popular was John Hodges BBQ. I reckon he does
the best burgers in South Wales - easily!!!
HBC remains a key event in the Gilgal calendar and
I can see why. As a parent of a child of primary age,
HBC relates the good news of the Gospel in a way
that is modern and relevant. It is so wonderful to see
kids of all backgrounds coming together to hear this
wonderful news. Putting the week together takes a
massive amount of organising so thank you to one
and all who were involved. Your hard work has really
been appreciated.

18
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LADIES CIRCLE
THE LADIES CIRCLE HAS HAD SOME FUN THIS SUMMER. IN ADDITION TO A VISIT TO THE ROYAL MINT, THE
LADIES HELD THEIR ANNUAL SUMMER SUPPER WITH THE THEME OF ‘GOING TO A WEDDING’

GILGAL CHURCH MAGAZINE
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MEET THE
EPHESIANS
THE LETTER TO THE EPHESIANS IN THE BIBLE IS REGARDED AS A HANDBOOK DETAILING HOW CHRISTIANS SHOULD LIVE AND RELATE TO ONE
ANOTHER. BUT WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT THE EPHESIANS, WHO THEY
WERE AND WHAT THEY WERE LIKE?

When Paul arrived in Ephesus treasures that will intrigue and give
around 52 AD there had been a great insight into the people who
city at Ephesus for over a thousand once lived there.
years. Located in what was known as
Asia Minor at the mouth of the River Ephesus – the city of the Ephesians
Cayster where it joined the Aegean – has had a long and chequered
Sea, it was a thriving sea port with history, having been under the
trading routes already established control of several empires and
into Asia – a bustling city with a having seen both the good times
very multi-cultural
and the bad.
society, though its
origins were Greek.
There is evidence
This was the second
from
historic
city of Ephesus; the
artefacts that there
“There is evidence
original
having
from historic artefacts was a settlement
been
moved
in the area around
that there was a
upstream 2 miles
settlement in the area Ephesus as far back
due to the silting
around Ephesus as far as 3000 BC, but the
up of the original
first city of Ephesus
back as 3000 BC”
harbour.
didn’t come into
being until the 10th
Today, if you visited
century BC when
Ephesus you might be surprised
Attic and Ionian
to find that due to the successive Greeks established a settlement as a
silting up of the harbour by the trading seaport close to the mouth
River Cayster, this once flourishing of the River Cayster with easy access
Aegean seaport is now some 8km to the Aegean Sea.
from the coast. Its legacy, however, Over the years Ephesus was
is a vast site of superb archaeological conquered by various civilisations,
20
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Main : Library of Celus, Ephesus

but it wasn’t until the rule of King Croesus of the
Lydians (circa 550 BC) that it first flourished as a centre
of trade, becoming one of the wealthiest cities around
the Mediterranean.
The defeat of Croesus by Cyrus, King of Persia, in 498
BC, placed Ephesus under a long period of Persian rule
until its liberation by Alexander the Great in 334 BC.
Just after the death of Alexander in 323 BC and due to
the silting up of the River Cayster the city was rebuilt
2 miles further downstream by Lysimachus, one of
Alexander’s generals who was now in control of the
area. He named the city Arseneia after his second
wife, but upon his death in 281 BC, the city reverted
to the name Ephesus, once again becoming a major
commercial trading port and centre of learning.
During the last years of the rule of Lysichamus, the
Ephesians set about rebuilding the Temple of Artemis at
the original site where two previous temples, dedicated
to this goddess of fertility, had stood. These temples
were destroyed first by flood in 600 BC and then by fire
in an act of arson in 356 BC. This third iteration of the
temple was much larger than the second and took many
years to complete. Upon completion it was considered
one of the Seven Wonders of the World being twice the
size of the Parthenon at Athens, some 137m in length
and 69m wide with 127 columns standing 18m high. It
stood as a place of pagan worship for over 500 years.
In 129 BC Ephesus came under Roman rule and the city
flourished even more. The Romans introduced much
to the city, adding to the grand buildings and houses
and improving the rudimentary sewage and aqueduct
systems that brought running water into the city and
took waste out. The Agora, or marketplace, was the
largest in the region, bustling with traders and buyers
bringing goods and luxury items from far and wide.
During this period the population swelled to as many
as 56,000 people.
The city also saw its fair share of Roman nobility and
foreign royalty. In 33 BC there is evidence that Mark
Antony spent time there with Cleopatra, who had her
sister Arsinoe imprisoned and later murdered at the
Temple of Artemis.

Hadrians Temple
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MEET THE EPHESIANS. . . continued
Under the Romans the city continued
to flourish and by 27 BC, when Emperor
Augustus declared it the capital of
Proconsular Asia (Western Asia Minor),
it was second only to Rome.
From as early as the first century AD
Ephesus became an important centre
for Christianity. Around 40 AD, Mary,
the mother of Christ, is said to have
retired there with the apostle John (who
later died in Ephesus), though there is
no direct evidence she was ever there.
So, who were the Ephesians of Paul’s
time and what were they like?
By the time Paul arrived around 52 AD
Ephesus was a diverse, cosmopolitan
and multi-cultural society made up
primarily of Greeks and Romans, but
with communities of Arabs, Jews,
Africans and other ethnic minorities.
They were mostly traders, sailors,
scholars and noblemen. Pagan worship,
especially to Artemis, was the order of
the day, live animal sacrifices were the
norm and their lifestyle reflected much
of Roman culture in that century and
all that went with it. This meant their
lifestyle was decadent, self-indulgent
and hedonistic.
Conversely, it was also a city of culture.
Young boys attended schools. The arts
thrived. Plays, poetry and music were
performed in the amphitheatres, along
with gladiatorial contests and wild
animal shows.
Paul spent between 2 and 3 years there
as a resident establishing the Ephesian
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church in the process. During that time
Paul preached to thousands in the large
amphitheatre and the other public areas
around the city – in fact anywhere he
could be sure of a crowd. He was often
booed for his teachings, having upset
the sellers of idols who made their living
selling images of Artemis. Their dislike of
Paul and the damage he was doing to
their business couldn’t be tolerated any
longer, so they made plans to disrupt
his preaching. Headed by Demetrius, a
seller of silver coins depicting Artemis,
they provoked the crowds to turn on
Paul. Rioting ensued.
Subsequently Paul left the city for fear of
imprisonment for inciting public unrest.
Some scholars say he was imprisoned
there for a while as a result, but there is
no direct reference to this in the Bible.
Despite the efforts of those that were
against him Paul’s church at Ephesus
grew and endured.
We don’t know precisely who the
disciples of the church at Ephesus were.
Throughout the book of Ephesians
nobody is specifically named, but it is
likely Paul’s converts were equally multicultural given the population of the city
at the time. The fact that nobody is
mentioned by name suggested to many
scholars that the letter was a general
letter to all Paul’s churches, not just to
the church at Ephesus. Likewise, there
are no letters of reply from the church in
Ephesus to give any clues.

to the spread of Christianity for by
the time of the succession of the
Emperor Constantine (312 to 337 AD),
Christianity had been decreed the
religion of the entire Roman Empire.
As for Ephesus itself, the Temple of
Artemis was destroyed in a raid by the
Goths in 268 AD and the continued
silting up of the harbour put paid to the
city as a major trading port. Ephesus
went rapidly into decline. By the time
the Ottoman Empire took control of the
city in the 15th century its harbour was
redundant and the economy in ruins.
The city became abandoned and the
time of the Ephesians was at an end! The
once great trading centre of Ephesus
was now nothing more than a relic for
archaeologists of later generations.
1.

2.

Whatever the case we do know that
Paul’s teachings were a major precursor

1. All that remains of the Temple of Artemis
2. The great ampitheatre

food for thought

When Jonathon Davies (pictured above at the Foodbank’s Pyle Warehouse)
became involved as a trustee of the Trussell Trust’s Bridgend Foodbank, little
did he know that a few years later they would be supplying over 50 tonnes of
food a year to local residents living below the poverty line.
The Trussell Trust has a network of 428
foodbanks, operating out of more than
1200 centres across the UK. Its aim is to
support people in crisis and to provide a
minimum of 3 days emergency food.
Statistics have shown that 13 million
people in the UK are living below the
poverty line, with people going hungry
every day for a variety of reasons,
such as low income, benefit delays,
unexpected bills, loss of employment or
homelessness.

From little acorns…
So where did it all start? In 1997 Carol
and Paddy Henderson founded the
Trussell Trust. They initially focused on
improving conditions for more than 60
children sleeping rough at Bulgaria’s
Central Railway Station. One night, Paddy
received a call from a mother in Salisbury,
Wiltshire, who stated that her children
were going to bed hungry that night and
asking what he was going to do about it?
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His research led him to discover that due to
sudden or unexpected crisis and ongoing
poverty, many people in the UK were going
hungry. His response was to set up the Salisbury
Foodbank in his garden shed and garage, with
the aim of providing emergency food to local
people in crisis.

the Warehouse is carefully weighed. 50,000
kg of food was donated in 2017-18. Between
45-50 tonnes of food is distributed each
year, approximately 1 tonne a week – that’s
equivalent to 2,000 tins of food a week!

In 2004 the UK Foodbank Network was
launched and it partnered with churches and
organisations throughout the UK. In 201718 the Trussell Trust Foodbanks provided
1,332,952 three-day emergency food supplies
to people in crisis in the UK.

Each Foodbank Distribution Centre operates
on a voucher referral system. When a person
or family is in crisis and struggling to feed
themselves, they can obtain a Foodbank
voucher from a local referral agency, such as
Citizens Advice Bureau, Job Centre, Housing
Officers, Social Services, Health Visitors or
teachers. These agencies identify those people
in need and can also provide support and help
to overcome the issues behind a crisis. Over
3,000 vouchers were issued in Bridgend in
2017-18 and more than 6,000 people were fed.
The main reasons for crisis in Bridgend were low
income, benefit delays and benefit changes.

Peter & Paul deliver to Foodbanks and pick up donations

Bridgend Foodbank
Bridgend Foodbank was seeded by the Trussell
Trust in 2009. It was registered with the
Charities Commission in 2010 and is governed
by 7 Trustees from local churches. It is made
up of the Bridgend Foodbank Warehouse
and 11 Foodbank Distribution Centres:
Aberkenfig, Bettws, Bridgend, Caerau, Cymmer,
Maesteg, North Cornelly, Ogmore, Pencoed,
Pontycymmer and Porthcawl.

How can people get help?

The food voucher is then taken to the nearest
Foodbank Centre, staffed by volunteers, where
it is exchanged for a food parcel containing 3
days-worth of nutritionally-balanced food. At
the local Foodbank Centre, volunteers welcome
clients with a warm drink, a chat about their
situation, their cooking facilities and discuss
any dietary requirements or allergies. They can
also help signpost clients to other agencies who
may be able to help them in other ways. Each
Foodbank Centre puts in a regular order to the
Foodbank Warehouse to replenish supplies.

Where does the food come from?
Most of the food in the Foodbank is donated
by the community, through churches,
supermarkets, businesses and schools. The
donations are collected from the donation
points, usually by the Foodbank van, and taken
to the Warehouse in Pyle for sorting and dating
by volunteers. All food going in and out of
24
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Members of the warehouse team with the Bridgend order

It is not just a centre for distributing food but a
place where people can drop in for a hot drink
and a chat, in a friendly and non-judgemental
environment. Porthcawl receives 10% of the
total distribution of food from the Bridgend
Foodbank Warehouse, making it the third largest
distributor of food to people in crisis in the
Bridgend Foodbank network, Bridgend being the
largest recipient at approximately 37% of the
total food distribution.
What is in a Food Parcel?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Breakfast cereal or porridge
Soup
Pasta or rice
Sweet & sour or curry sauce
Pasta sauce or tinned tomatoes
Tinned baked
beans or spaghetti
Tinned vegetables
Tinned meat
Tinned fruit
Custard or rice
pudding
Tea or coffee
Milk
Fruit juice
Sugar
Biscuits and snacks
Sponge puddings
Sauces, jam or meat/fish paste when
available

How can you help your local Foodbank?
You can donate food regularly but please check
the ‘use by date’ carefully as out of date food
cannot be used in food parcels. You can donate
money, either by making a one-off gift, a regular
standing order or a legacy. Every gift is welcome
and helps to stop people going hungry.
You can volunteer to help at the Foodbank or
undertake fundraising activities.
If you are a local or national business,
you can partner with us to help end
food poverty. For example, Tesco Extra
		
Bridgend has committed
		
to 35p per kilo of
recorded weight donations
		
made in that store back
to the Bridgend Foodbank
Warehouse. This amounts to
		
approximately £3,000 per
		
year, which is then used .
		
to buy supplies the
warehouse is short of.
			
Any help you can give will make a difference and
will count towards feeding people in need.

Foods we are currently short of…
Inevitably we run short of certain foods at
different times of year. At the time of writing, we
have plenty of baked beans, pasta and instant
noodles but are very short of the following items:
Corned beef
Instant mash
Hot dogs
Small jars of coffee
Long life milk
Cartons of fruit juice
Sponge puddings
Tinned rice pudding
Tinned custard
Tinned fruit
Tinned spaghetti

Tinned peas
Tinned carrots
Tinned sweetcorn
Tinned potatoes
Ketchup
Brown sauce
Jam and marmalade
Peanut butter
Jars of meat/fish paste
Toiletries

Some of the team at Porthcawl Foodbank
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EASTER 2018
2018 SAW SOME WONDERFUL SERVICES INCLUDING OUR EASTER SERVICES. HERE, IN PICTURES
ARE MOMENTS FROM THESE SPECIAL OCCASIONS.
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Meet madi
THIS SEPTEMBER SAW US WELCOME OUR FIRST INTERN MADI TO GILGAL. MADI WILL
BE WITH US FOR 9 MONTHS. LET’S GET TO KNOW HER BETTER. . .

As many of you know, Madison Perry,
our American intern, arrived at Gilgal
in mid-September. She has come to us
through Missional Links Wales (MLW),
an organisation which encourages
churches in the USA and Wales to
collaborate in mission in long term
relationships.
Madison, or Madi, as she prefers to be
called, is working alongside Steve Lock,
with children and young people, both
within Gilgal but also in local schools.
We caught up with her at the home of
28
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David and Ann Redhouse where she
is staying for the next nine months and
asked her a bit about herself…
Q. Can you tell us a little about your
life in the USA?
I am 22 years old and grew up in Tyler,
a city in Texas, with my parents, older
sister Jordyn and my brothers Hunter
and Caleb. Sadly, both my father and
my brother, Hunter, have passed away.
Caleb has just started college. Tyler
is about 100 miles from Dallas and is

known as the “Rose Capital of America”
being famous for its Municipal Rose
Garden. I have a one-year old dog, a
Goldendoodle, called Rory-Grace, who
I miss like crazy!
At High School I loved working with
children and enjoyed playing any kind of
sport, including softball and volleyball.
When I left High School,I worked part
time at a day care centre for nursery
age children, a job I really loved; once
a week I went to College Bible study. In
my spare time I enjoyed hanging

out with my friends, playing sport and
taking part in outdoor activities.
Q. What was your church life like?
Tyler is in America’s Bible belt and
most people go to church. I went to
Cross Pointe Community Church in
Tyler, a non-denominational church
with contemporary band-led worship.
It is a lively flourishing church with lots
of families and young people. At the
age of 18, I rededicated my life to the
Lord and re-evaluated what I wanted to
achieve in the future. I am committed
to developing my faith and building a
relationship with the Lord, especially
after seeing the strength of my sister’s
unwavering faith during difficult family
times. Jordyn was also an intern in
Cardiff a few years ago and now works
in Dallas helping women disciple the
next generation.
Q. What is your typical week here in
Wales?
My week is very busy and quite varied.
On Mondays I go into Primary schools
with Steve. On Tuesdays I go into MLW
in Cardiff, where I meet with other
interns to talk about our experiences
that week, leadership development,
Bible study and speaking to different
Christians to find out how they came to
faith. On Wednesdays I go to Toddlers
Group, Lunch Club, meet with Martin
and Steve to discuss the following week
and attend House Group with David
and Ann. On Thursday I meet with my
mentor Jacqui and have some time free
or to study. Fridays I go with Steve into
Porthcawl Comprehensive to chat to

students at lunchtime. On Saturdays I
go to Cardiff and meet up with the other
interns to socialise and explore different
places. Sunday I help with the children’s
group in the morning, then prepare for
the week ahead!
Q. What do you like doing in your
spare time?
I like playing sport and doing outdoors
activities like hiking and camping. I love
watching rom-com movies and the TV
shows Friends and Glee. My favourite
film at the moment is Mamma Mia 2 but
I also love the Greatest Showman about
P.T. Barnum. I really like socialising
with people and exploring new places.
I have been to Cardiff and Caerphilly
and in December I’m looking forward to
going to Edinburgh and London.
Q. What sort of music do you like?
I really like alternative pop, especially
Ed Sheeran. I enjoy listening to
contemporary Christian music –
Hillsong United and Lauren Daigle are
two of my favourites and I also like
country music.

I love tacos and barbecued meat,
especially ribs and steak. I do miss
having a Chick-Fil-A and a lobster roll
from Red Lobster. However, I love the
food over here like fish and chips – I’ve
just had my first curry! Generally, the
food is tastier over here because it is
less processed than in the States. I
don’t like mushrooms because of the
texture and only eat tomatoes if they
are in a sandwich! My favourite drink is
sweet iced tea.
Q. How would you describe yourself?
I am sociable, I have a welcoming spirit,
I am sporty and I love working with kids.
I am not so confident with adults but I’m
working on it…
Q. Finally, what are your plans for the
future?
I don’t really know yet, but I hope it will
involve working with children. I trust in
the Lord to guide me.

Q. What do you think of the weather
in Wales?
So far it’s been ok. I actually prefer the
weather here to the States! It is very hot
and humid in Texas. We don’t get much
rain. I love the wind here and the sound
of the sea, especially because in Tyler
we are 4 hours from the nearest beach!
Q. What are your favourite foods?
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A RETROSPECTIVE
AS AMA ATA AIDOO ONCE SAID “HUMANS, NOT PLACES, MAKE MEMORIES” AND ISN’T THIS SO TRUE? I LOVE OUR
CHURCH AND I LOVE THE MEMORIES THAT ARE MADE WITHIN IT. CAPTURED HERE, ARE SOME OF THESE HUMAN
MOMENTS FROM THE PAST FEW MONTHS. ENJOY!

L-R from top : Youth Surfing (6/18) / Beach BBQ (6/18) / Jump Jam 26 Oct 2018 / Sons of Jubal Choir (4/2018)
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Just Give me the word!

Photos : Layton Thompson

Did you know that if, in 1800, a 15-year old Welsh girl called

shortage of Bibles. They rely solely on donations to fund their

Mary Jones hadn’t been so determined to own a Bible in the

work. Not surprisingly Her Majesty the Queen is their patron.

Welsh language, we might never have had the Bible Society
today? She had to save up for 6 years and then make the 26-

Malawi – where the Bible is changing lives

mile trek from her home to Bala in North Wales to purchase it
from the Rev. Thomas Charles.

Alan Kember, Head of Supporter Relations at the Bible
Society, has recently returned from Malawi and this article is

Such was her desire to see God’s Word written in Welsh

based on his account of what he found there.

that her story inspired the Welsh Pastor Joseph Hughes
to pose the question at a meeting of the Religious Tract

Malawi is one of the poorest countries in the world. More

Society in 1802, “If for Wales, why not for the kingdom? If

than half the population is under 18 years old. This is obvious

for the kingdom, why not for the world?” That vision of God’s

when you enter a township; children are everywhere, usually

Word being widely available to all peoples of the world, in

barefoot, playing in the dirt, or roaming around in groups and

their own language, so captured the imagination of the MP

jumping into rubbish-strewn streams. Most have very few

William Wilberforce and others of the Clapham Sect that they

toys and not a single book in their home. Yet on Sunday,

decided to act and so on the 7th March 1804 the British &

these children turn up at church in their hundreds!

Foreign Bible Society (later to be renamed the Bible Society)
was founded.

At Sunday school there aren’t any resources - no pictures,
no activity books and not even a children’s Bible in sight.

Today the Bible Society has translated the Bible into over

Volunteers do their best to retell stories from scripture and

200 native tongues and sends Bibles across the world,

conduct services to a congregation that is too poor to afford

many into countries where the Bible is illegal reading and

their own Bible.

where Christians are persecuted and killed for their beliefs.
Currently the Bible Society is working hard to spread God’s

In recent times the Bible Society has been providing

Word to children in Africa and China – both have a severe

children’s Bibles to Sunday schools. One child called Wanga
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has been going to church all his life, but he never really

and hear the next story. Going with Wanga to Sunday

understood God’s Word until he received his children’s

school was amazing – just seeing the joy in their faces as

Bible last year. He says the simple language and pictures

they read from their own Bible and to hear their beautiful

bring the scripture stories to life and have grown his

voices sing praise to God makes you appreciate even

Christian faith enormously. At 14 years of age, Wanga

more the importance of providing more Bibles to the

is a bright and articulate boy and has even preached

children of Malawi and children throughout the world in

to the congregation of 400 people since receiving his

their own native tongue.

children’s Bible. It was his Bible that gave him a better

The Bible Society’s ministry leader in Malawi, Clapperton,

understanding of God’s Word and the inspiration to preach

took 150 Bibles to a church in Malawi thinking that he

to the congregation and to help lead and teach at Sunday

would have more than enough, but when he arrived 750

school.

children had turned up to Sunday school! He said, “These

Wanga told me that the Bible teaches them to obey their

kids arrive at church longing to hear about Jesus. Now

elders, to be honest and active in church as well as to treat

they just need someone to put a Bible in their hands, so

others with respect.

they can be shaped by God’s Word. I could distribute 10x

His father says, “Wanga now has a sense of purpose and

more if only we had the funds”

hope, his conduct has improved and he always reminds

In a land which is so poor and where children have very

us to pray at mealtimes. His learning and confidence are

little, providing a Bible, not only spreads the Gospel, but

also improved, which has made a big difference to our

gives them hope and improves their lives in so many

family”.

ways. It’s great the support we receive from sponsors to

Having the Bibles has also attracted more children to

get Bibles into the hands of children like these. Can you

Sunday school. Whereas 60 or 70 used to come, now

help us in our quest?

more than 120 children turn up each week eager to learn

NEW Mentoring Course
Do you remember when you first accepted Christ as
your Saviour? It can be a daunting time when you first
become a Christian - so many questions and not always
any answers. Not fully understanding what the Bible is
telling you and nobody to ask about the meaning.
It can feel quite lonely without guidance and it is a time
when you are at your most vulnerable to attack from the
evil one. It’s a time when having someone to provide
answers, advice and encouragement to help build your
faith is really important.
Well, that’s what mentoring is all about. Being there to
help new Christians build and grow in their faith – to
be alongside them through, what can be, a difficult time
and when support and encouragement can keep them
on the straight path and help them to develop in a way
that will serve them well in growing their relationship
with Christ.

feel they have a calling to mentor new Christians. The
course will run over two half days and two full days on
consecutive Saturdays, allowing the church to build a
pool of people trained to work with new Christians on
a one-to-one basis. The first course will run in the new
year so watch out for an announcement.
The course will address issues like, why is training
necessary? How does training match with your natural
abilities and gifting by the Holy Spirit? The importance
of building a trusting relationship and, how does
mentoring work in practice?
In the first session of the course we will be looking
at even more basic questions: What’s the difference
between mentoring, coaching and counselling? How do
you know if you are right for mentoring?
So, do you have a calling to be a mentor to a new
Christian? Want to know more? Then speak to Caryl
Gill or David Redhouse who will able to give you more
details.

Gilgal is now offering a 3-day course for those that
GILGAL CHURCH MAGAZINE
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SPONSORED CHILD
GILGAL SPONSORS A NUMBER OF CHILDREN THROUGH COMPASSION. THROUGH PAM JENKINS, WE
RECEIVE REGULAR UPDATES ON THEIR PROGRESS INCLUDING THE UPDATE BELOW.

25 June 2018

your church activities doing? Is everything
doing well?

Dear Gilgal Baptist Church, Porthcawl.
I greet you in the name of Jesus Our Saviour.
How are you doing? I have spent a good
moment with my family where we organised
a party with the members of my family.
Amost everybody was there, we eat and
drink together, it was wonderful. About my
schooling, I am working well at school, I go
everyday, it may be possible to have some
day off in August. Everything is doing well
with my studies by the grace of God. How are

HARVEST 2018
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Thank you for the letter you have sent to me.
I was really happy to receive it.
I will pray for you so that everything will
work perfectly for you and that all the church
activities will be well. I will ask you as well to
pray for my future.
Written by Josue Jean-Louis
(Lives in Haiti, DOB : 7 April 1998)

JUST FOR FUN

SOLUTION ON PAGE 39
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REVIEW - COURAGE TOUR
I think by the time 26th September 2018
came around, most, if not all of South Wales
had heard that Stuart Townend was coming
to Gilgal to perform a set as part of his
COURAGE 2018 tour.

pause, Stuart and team cracked on with the
sound checks which were conducted without
issue as the church preparations were
finalised at the same time. After some food
and a small break, it was almost show time.

When we found out we were on the tour
list, we were naturally thrilled. The last
time Stuart came to Porthcawl was in 2013
and what an event that was. This time, the
decision was made to hold the event at Gilgal
itself in the belief that this would provide an
intimate setting and I am so glad we did this,
as the night itself was just perfect.

The doors opened at 6.45pm and the
expected crowds started to arrive. The
excitement was palpable. It was wonderful to
see the church building filling up and filling up
quickly at that! In total over 300 people came
to the concert from all over South Wales and
from as far afield as Hereford and Norfolk (!)
Just amazing!

Stuart and band arrived at around 2.30pm
but the hard work setting up began a couple
of hours previously. This included getting the
food organised for our guests and getting the
church set up with chairs and decorations.
You would not believe what it took to get
our wooden cross decorated with lights - an
almost herculean task!

So, onto the concert! Stuart and band did
not disappoint. It was a truly wonderful,
memorable evening of worship. The set list
for the concert is shown below and included
old favourites as well as some new songs
from the new album COURAGE. The songs
were nicely balanced between the two halves
of the concert interspersed with chat. Joining
Stuart on stage was his daughter Emma who
provided additional vocals, leading on ‘I Am
Here For You’

Stuart’s team worked seamlessly with our
team to ensure the equipment was off-loaded
and brought into the church. After a brief
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and ‘Lead On, Lead On’. There was a wonderful
atmosphere on the night. There was no doubt
that God was with us. The worship was amazing.
People were singing their hearts out, especially
as the show ended with favourites ‘Power of the
Cross’ and ‘In Christ Alone’.
The evening was a true success. I am so truly

grateful to the wonderful team of people that
helped, guided, and generally supported
the logistics of this event. It could not have
happened without the superb teams we have at
Gilgal. Many will know I was just a little anxious
that all would be well on the night but I needn’t
have worried. All was just perfect. Thank you
one and all! See you on the next one :)
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To Autumn by John Keats

Pause for
thought...
AS WE GET TO THE END OF THIS ISSUE,
SOME THINGS TO REFLECT ON.....

I ASKED GOD
I asked for strength and God gave me
difficulties to make me strong.
I asked for wisdom and God gave me
problems to solve.
I asked for prosperity and God gave me a
brain and brawn to work.
I asked for courage and God gave me
dangers to overcome.
I asked for love and God gave me troubled
people to help.
I asked for favours and God gave me
opportunities.
I received nothing I wanted and received
everything I needed.
My prayers had been answered.

“Heaven doesn’t make this life less important; it
makes it more important.”
- Billy Graham

Who hath not seen thee oft amid thy store?
Sometimes whoever seeks abroad may find
Thee sitting careless on a granary floor,
Thy hair soft-lifted by the winnowing wind;
Or on a half-reap’d furrow sound asleep,
Drowsed with the fume of poppies, while thy hook
Spares the next swath and all its twined flowers:
And sometimes like a gleaner thou dost keep
Steady thy laden head across a brook;
Or by a cider-press, with patient look,
Thou watchest the last oozings, hours by hours.
Where are the songs of Spring? Ay, where are they?
Think not of them, thou hast thy music too, –
While barred clouds bloom the soft-dying day,
And touch the stubble-plains with rosy hue;
Then in a wailful choir the small gnats mourn
Among the river sallows, borne aloft
Or sinking as the light wind lives or dies;
And full-grown lambs loud bleat from hilly bourn;
Hedge-crickets sing; and now with treble soft
The redbreast whistles from a garden-croft,
And gathering swallows twitter in the skies.

“The same Jesus who turned water into wine,
can transform your home, your life, your family,
and your future. He is still in the miracleworking business, and His business is the
business of transformation..”
― Adrian Rogers
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Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun;
Conspiring with him how to load and bless
With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run;
To bend with apples the moss’d cottage-trees,
And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core;
To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells
With a sweet kernel; to set budding more,
And still more, later flowers for the bees,
Until they think warm days will never cease,
For summer has o’er-brimm’d their clammy cells.

UPCOMING DATES
Date

Time

Event

Location

9 November 2018

4.00pm - 6.00pm

Messy Church

Park Avenue

11 November 2018

10.30am

Remembrance Sunday
Service

Park Avenue

13 November 2018

7.00pm

Church Members Meeting

Park Avenue

16 November 2018

7.00pm

Higher Tour Concert

Swansea

24 November 2018

7.00pm

Higher Tour Concert

Cardiff

1 December 2018

7.00pm

Saturday Night Live Youth
Worship Event

TBC

9 December 2018

7.00pm

Phillipa Hanna Concert

Bethel Baptist Church,
Pontyclun

12 December 2018

7.00pm

Ladies Christmas Party

Park Avenue

14 December 2018

TBC

Christmas Family Party

Park Avenue

19 December 2018

12.15pm

Lunch Club Christmas
Lunch

Park Avenue

22 December 2018

11.00am

Christmas Open Air Event

John Street, Porthcawl

23 December 2018

10.30am

Christmas Family Service

Park Avenue

23 December 2018

6.00pm

Carols by Candlelight

Park Avenue

24 December 2018

4pm

Christingle Family Service

Park Avenue

25 December 2018

10am

Christmas Family Service

Park Avenue

AND
FINALLY.....
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