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Hello and welcome to Issue 11 of
our Gilgal Magazine.

I can try and be better than I was
yesterday.

I hope you are all keeping well
and looking forward to our Easter
Celebrations? I know I am!

We have a feature in this issue
focusing on remembering the
events of Holy Week. I hope you
enjoy!

Easter is a special time isn’t it? It
is a time of re-birth, renewal and a
time to pause from our busy lives
and take a moment to think and
reflect on the enormity of what
Easter means to us as Christians.
For me, as a relatively new
Christian, I am absolutely blown
away by what Jesus has done for
me. He died so that my sins can be
forgiven! WOW!!! Amazing! What
can I possibly do to repay such a
deed? For me, it is to try and be a
better person with every day that
passes. I will never be perfect but

There is loads going on at Gilgal as
ever and this magazine attempts
to capture all the events both
past and future. Church life is
busy as ever. From Foodbank and
Luncheon Club to Alpha Courses
and Toddler Groups, there are
many opportunities in a week to
get involved and I encourage you
to check out our website to see
what is on and where. We are here
to help!

I want to end this section as
always with a MASSIVE thank you
to all the contributors who make
this magazine possible. From the
writers, editors, proof readers and
printers who are involved, thank
you for your time and energy.
Always appreciated.
Enjoy!
God bless,
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the pastor’s
corner
The Greatest Story Ever.

difficulties with the authorities here on earth.
They would be jealous and threatened by his
The tale is told of the Hollywood film presence and want him out of the way.
executives who wanted to make a Superhero
film and called together their creative writers They decided that human weakness should
to design the best storyline ever. As they cause the superhero to face great difficulties
discussed it together they decided that it and eventually to die, before coming back
should be a powerful story of good versus alive and triumphing over the evil powers of
evil with the future of humanity at stake.
the enemy. It would make a great story and
they were very pleased with their storyline.
They decided that the superhero should
in some ways be very human like us, and It was then the tea boy interrupt their self
deserve our sympathy by his suffering for congratulations to tell them their ‘best ever
us. While at the same time he should be very story’ had already been told. He explained
special, someone from another dimension that everything they had thought of was
who leaves his wonderful and very different actually true about Jesus and could be read
former life to come to earth and save us.
in the bible.
He should have superpowers, but not be
excessively violent or destructive. He should
know things we don’t know, do things we
couldn’t do, love us weak and simple humans,
heal us of our sicknesses and help us to have
a greater understanding of universe and even
the meaning of life itself.

taught amazing truths but was betrayed by a
friend and died while nailed to a cross. He was
hurriedly buried in a convenient tomb, but
rose from the dead on the third day. Then He
was seen alive, and people talked to him and
shared meals with him before he ascended to
heaven to represent us at God’s right hand.
One day soon he is coming back as King.
The bible says “This is how God showed his
love among us: He sent his one and only
Son into the world that we might live through
him”. (1 John 4:9) and, “For God so loved the
world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life”. (John 3:16).

Jesus Christ is the ultimate superhero, the
only real superhero, the only real Saviour
of the World. It is the greatest true story ever
told. Isn’t it time you put your faith in Him.
Have a ‘Super Easter’.
Rev. Martin Gillard

(Let me acknowledge my debt to the Good News Publishers
cartoon tract ‘The Ultimate Superhero’ for this story. Copies of
their tract are available free on the Mobile Bookstore).

POLIO ERADICATION
On a blustery November day last year, I was walking
through town when I came across Ivor at the
bandstand where he was highlighting the ‘End Polio
Now’ campaign on behalf of Rotary International.

in bloom!
As a church, many of us have been collecting bottle
tops for Ivor following his presentation on the
eradication of polio, I understand that this awful
illness now only affects two countries and it would
be great if it got to be zero.

Ivor gave me some crocus bulbs to plant, I took them
somewhat doubtfully as I’m not particularly green
fingered where garden plants are concerned. I was God bless,
therefore delighted when they emerged into the
daylight a few weeks ago - here is a picture of them Alison Farrow

For Jesus Christ is the Son of God and he came
from heaven to earth to save humanity from
the powers of sin, death and hell. He became
human just as we are while maintaining his
divine nature. He displayed miracles, sign and
wonders so as to know people’s thought’s, to
heal their sicknesses and to walk on water.

They decided this superhero should not only He showed love and compassion to the needy
have a powerful alien enemy, but also face while earning the hatred of the powerful. He
4
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LADIES CIRCLE
THE LADIES CIRCLE MEET EVERY OTHER WEDNESDAY EVENING AND IS ALWAYS A LOVELY SOCIAL EVENING.

LADIES CIRCLE - ALL CHANGE

BELOW ARE SOME PHOTOS FROM THEIR RECENT PAMPER EVENING AND WELSH EVENING.

Wednesday 3rd April 2019 marked
a significant occasion in the life of
Gilgal’s 40+ years of Ladies Circle,
formerly known as Young Wives, as
Avis Watkins handed over the reigns
of the Presidency to Carolyn Thurston
and Rachel Lewis.
Avis has faithfully served Ladies Circle
for the past 19 years, throughout which
many ladies have benefited spiritually
and have been blessed by the building
up and supporting of one another in the
real meaning of Christian fellowship.

6
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Over the years they have been involved
in many activities, one key highlight
being the financial support of 2 young
boys at an orphanage in Kenya.
As Carolyn and Rachel take over the
daunting task of filling Avis’ shoes, they
seek to continue to support and serve
the ladies of Gilgal with a vision of
meeting a need for women of all ages
as they endeavour to serve and glorify
the Lord in this role.
Any thoughts, ideas or expectations for
future meetings then please let them

know and keep an eye on Gilgal‘s
Facebook page for details of future
meetings.
Please pray and support this vital
ministry as the change over takes
place.
As a reminder, Ladies Circle meets
every first and third Wednesday of
the month and welcomes ALL ladies.
Attendance is flexible, just come as
you are able. You will be assured of
a very warm welcome.

GILGAL CHURCH MAGAZINE
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GILGAL’s
BRASS PLAQUES

IN SACRED AND LOVING MEMORY OF MY DEAR

MEMORY OF DAVID LEWIS AND M.T. (JACK)

SON W. BERTRAM LAWRENCE, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.

PERKINS WHO FELL IN THEIR COUTRY’S SERVICE.

WHO DIED 25th SEPTEMBER, 1922.

“WE LOOK NOT AT THE THINGS THAT ARE SEEN,
BUT AT THE THINGS THAT ARE NOT SEEN. FOR THE

and, finally, a plaque with dates either side of 1922/23

THINGS WHICH ARE SEEN ARE TEMPORAL; BUT

which reads:-

THE THINGS WHICH ARE NOT SEEN ARE ETERNAL.
II Corinthians 4:18.

WITH THANKSGIVING TO GOD FOR THE LIFE AND
WORK OF THE REV. ARTHUR DAVIES, BELOVED

David Lewis was the uncle of Ann Morgan and Jack

I FOR ONE HAVE NOT REALLY NOTICED ALL THE BRASS PLAQUES SITUATED AROUND GILGAL. GRAHAM

MINISTER OF THIS CHURCH 1918-1935 FOR WHOSE

Perkins was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Alf Perkins. Mr.

WATKINS PROVIDES US HERE A SUMMARY OF THESE PLAQUES. WHEN NEXT IN CHURCH, SEE IF YOU

MINISTRY THIS EDIFICE WAS ERECTED WHO DIED

Perkins was one time “Presenter” (choir master)

CAN LOCATE THEM ALL!

6th JULY, 1935 AGED 63 YEARS.

in Gilgal and also Headmaster of Nottage Primary
School.

So, as you can see, the years 1922/1923 were amazing
years for Gilgal and we give thanks to God for the

The second large plaque states:-

work carried out at that time. If you have not yet seen

IN LOVING MEMORY OF REV. GETHIN HUGHES,

the two stained glass windows based on two famous

C.B.E., K.H.C. WHO WAS CALLED TO HIGHER

paintings by Holman Hunt, I suggest you go towards

SERVICE ON JUNE 9th 1953 AGED 68 YEARS.

the front of the church, then look towards the back.

ASSISTANT

CHAPLAIN,

GENERAL

WESTERN

COMMAND,

1940–1942

DEPUTY

CHAPLAIN

There are a further five brass commemorative

GENERAL TO H.M. FORCE 1942–1945. HONORARY

plaques, one on the wall at the pulpit end of the

CHAPLAIN TO KING GEORGE VI.

church, the others in the foyer. The one in the front,
alongside the right hand side door starts with a

The other two small plaques recall:-

relevent quote from the hymn “Angel voices ever

THE INSTALLATION OF THE LOUD SPEAKER

singing.” (Mission Praise No. 34)

SYSTEM IN THE CHURCH IS THE GRACIOUS
GIFT OF MRS. MAVIS GRIFFITHS, PRESENTED

BRASS MEMORIAL PLAQUES IN GILGAL

JUNE 27th 1923

Sitting at the organ some time ago, the sun suddenly

Now, can I humbly ask you to note that date because

came out and shone directly on a brass plaque fitted

it ties in with some other plaques such as the one in

onto the pulpit and it made me wonder how many folk

“CRAFTSMAN’S ART AND MUSIC’S MEASURE

IN MEMORY OF HER BELOVED PARENTS MR.

FOR THY PLEASURE ALL COMBINE.”

AND MRS. JOB BAKER WHO WERE FAITHFUL
AND LOYAL MEMBERS OF OUR CHURCH AND

THE ALLEN ORGAN WAS PURCHASED BY THE

RENDERED INESTIMABLE SERVICE OVER A LONG

the foyer that reads:-

FELLOWSHIP TO GLORIFY GOD AND TO UPLIFT

PERIOD OF YEARS AND FOR WHICH WE GIVE GOD

HIS PEOPLE THROUGH THE BEAUTY OF GREAT

THE GLORY.

look at the beautiful carved pulpit that stands central

THE MEMORIAL STONE OF THIS CHURCH WAS LAID

MUSIC AND WAS DEDICATED AT AN INAUGURAL

in our church, originally symbolizing the centrality of

ON OCTOBER 4th, 1922 BY THE REV. HENRY HARRIS.

“The Word.” So, if your eyesight is not as good as it

D.D. (AFANWY) IN HIS 90th YEAR

have ever taken the trouble to go and read it or even to

and a further small plaque which reads :THIS PULPIT IS TO THE MEMORY OF THOMAS
LANDON LYNWOOD. PORTHCAWL. A DEACON AND

“THE

TREASURER OF THIS CHURCH FOR MANY YEARS.

WINDOWS ABOVE THIS VESTIBULE READS “THIS

ERECTED BY HIS LOVING WIDOW AND CHILDREN.

WINDOW IS ERECTED TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND

8
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ON

THE

STAINED

GLASS

And:THIS PLAQUE WAS PLACED IN THE CHURCH TO

In the foyer are two large brass plaques.

might be, this is what the plaque says:-

INSCRIPTION

RECITAL ON 23rd FEBRUARY, 1980.
Both

COMMEMORATE THE GIFT OF “lLANWENARTH” AS

associated with maters military. One has the

A MANSE BY MISS MARY M. WATKINS, A MEMBER

following inscription.

OF THIS CHURCH FOR MANY YEARS.

1939 – 1945 IN APPRECIATION OF THE MEN AND

Graham Watkins

WOMEN OF GILGAL BAPTIST CHURCH WHO
SERVED IN THE WORLD WAR AND IN HONOURED
GILGAL CHURCH MAGAZINE
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THE MESSAGE TRUST

Enable - is a specialist ministry that reaches out
to young people with seen and unseen difficulties.

ALISON FARROW HAS BEEN WORKING FOR THE MESSAGE TRUST AS PA TO GARY SMITH (UK HUBS DIRECTOR)
SINCE JUNE 2018 . BELOW SHE TAKES THE OPPORTUNITY TO TELL US A BIT MORE ABOUT THE WORK OF THE
MESSAGE.

him and the work began to grow.

Hi Everyone!

In 2018, the Message Trust was
voted by the Sunday Times as the

The Message Trust was founded

In Wales around the same time

best ‘not for profit’ organisation

over 25 years ago when Andy

period Gary Smith was one of

to work for in the UK. It now has

Hawthorne

band

the founders of a not for profit

bases in many parts of the UK and

called the World-Wide Message

organisation, Ignite, that was

has established work in South

Tribe to share the gospel with

committed to finding relevant

Africa, Germany and Canada.

young people in high schools

ways

the

Increasingly the Message is

in Manchester in the North of

Christian Faith. The organisation

‘A worldwide movement with a

England. With its mixture of

soon became known not only for

passion to share Jesus Christ

direct rapping and infectious

cutting edge evangelism but also

with the hardest to reach young

beats it not only engaged the

working with some of the major

people.’ In the UK it does this

young people but also sold

CCM (Christian Contemporary

through:

hundreds of thousands of copies

Music)

throughout the world. However,

World-Wide

Andy always ensured the main

Newsboys,

focus was using the music to

Michael W. Smith.

formed

a

to

communicate

artists

including

Message
Third

the
Tribe,

Day

and
The Message has 5 incredible
bands of different styles. In

introduce the kids to Jesus.
A highly effective evangelist, a

Creative Mission

In 2015 Ignite merged with the

November 2018 alone, they

Message Trust.

were in 36 schools in South
Wales performing to 18,000

team quickly gathered around

Respect Me - is the suite of specialist lessons
dealing with issues such as sex and relationships,
bullying and self-worth.
Academy - is a year out programme, training and
equipping creative evangelists and urban youth
workers.

transformation as the Kingdom of God is
established. This is probably the biggest mission
to the urban poor since the early days of the
Salvation Army.
Message Bus - We currently have 5 Message
Buses, high-tech mobile youth centres full of all the
latest game consoles, group and craft areas that
not only provide a safe ‘off the street’ environment
for young people but where every time we go out,
we preach the gospel.

Eden - We have more than 50 teams based across
the UK in the areas of highest social deprivation.
Working in partnership with a local church we
appoint an Eden team leader and then persuade
a team of people to make the decision to become
“downwardly mobile” to live in the toughest
communities, estates and project to see

young people. At the end of
week concerts, almost 1,100
young people responded to the
gospel and 62 follow up courses
were set up by local churches.

BRIGHTLINE
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The Message TRUST

GILGAL HAS OPERATED A SECOND SITE AT WOODLAND AVENUE FOR OVER 60 YEARS. MARCH 2019 SAW THE END
AN ERA AS THE LEASE ON THE HALL WAS RELINQUISHED.

Continued from Page 11.

Offender Outreach Teams
We work in prisons with young people and young
offenders not only sharing the gospel but also
discipling them and preparing them for release. We
can often assist them in accessing accommodation,
training and employment as well as appointing
a mentor and settling them into a local church. In
some cases, those leaving prison come to work in
one of the 4 businesses that we have established
specifically to assist their resettlement. Currently
the government statistics indicate that more than
80% of men leaving prison will re-offend within 2
years. Our programme has a 94% success rate!
That is the impact of a relationship with Jesus and
His church. Our Message Wales outreach worker,
Phil Morgan, is based in Parc Prison.

END OF AN ERA

owners assist in the funding of the scheme. It is a
great example of the church influencing the city.
The scheme has won many secular awards and
commendations.
At the heart of The Message is a desire to give
young people multiple opportunities to hear and
respond to the gospel. From small beginnings 25
years ago, with almost 200 staff and countless
volunteers it feels like the coming years will not only
be our busiest but also the most fruitful.
In December last year Gilgal hosted a pamper
evening as a fundraising event for Message Wales
which was very successful. Here are some pictures
taken on the evening:

A service of thanksgiving took place on Saturday March
16th to give thanks for the many years of Christian service .
The hall was set up in 1955 to provide a centre for Christian
worship at the “New Estate”.
Services were held and a very successful youth group and
Girls’ Brigade took place for a number of years. Over 160
children attended the Sunday school.
Sister Muriel McLennon was appointed as its minister who
set the scene for future Christian witness. On her departure
the work was overseen by the main church at Park Avenue
and a number of faithful members took charge of the church
Hall.
A change of use is planned and the Church at Park Avenue
will become the centre for Christian witness. A large number
of past members were present to renew friendships made
so many years ago and many remain as members .
The church would love to hear from anyone who has
recollections of their time at Gilgal Woodland Avenue.
Follow them on our website and Twitter @ Gilgal Baptist
Church.

Street Pastors
In Cardiff, The Message runs a Street Pastor
programme. We train volunteer men and women to
work alongside revellers who are using the many
bars and nightclubs in the city. Working from 10pm
– 4am every Friday and Saturday night, the Pastors
assist the police, paramedics and local government
offices to manage the night time economy. The
impact has been so marked that the bar and club
12
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Early Summer 2019 will see the return to Wales of
Message evangelist Matthew Walls who will take
up the position of Message Wales hub leader. Gary
will retain overall responsibility for Wales, Midlands,
Scotland,Prisons and Message Bus work.
GILGAL CHURCH MAGAZINE
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G I LG A L C H U R C H H A L L – WO O D L A N D AV E N U E 1 9 5 5 – 2 0 1 9
Architect: E.J.E. Moore friba Builder: William Bagg Opened by: Samuel Packwood

Ministers - gilgal baptist church

church service

Girls’ Life Brigade

youth

sunday school / toddlers

1940

1940
Melville
Evans
1942–1954

1950

1950
Howard
John
1956–1962

Opening Service

Sister Muriel
McLennon

1960

Girls' Brigade Flag

Daphne
John

Stanley
Jebb
1964–1966

Youth Group circa. 1969

Sister Muriel
McLennon

Toddlers with Avis Watkins

Josie
Cound

1970

1970
Oswald
Williams
1968–1972

Donna
Mort

1980
Peter Lewis
1974–1983

Keith
Davies

Pam
Cound

1990
James
Brown
1986–2006

2000
Ashley
Lovett
2002–2009

2010

2020

1980

Commemorative Key

1990

14

1960

Martin Gillard
2010–present day

Dilwyn
Jones

Rachel
Lovett

Mary
Morgan
(Harris)

2000

Eisteddfod Winners

Steve
Lock

Ray
Jefferies

2010
Ann
Morgan
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CHRISTMAS 2018
CHRISTMAS 2018 WAS A WONDERFUL OCCASION AT GILGAL WITH A VARIETY OF EVENTS HELD. HERE WE TAKE
A LOOK BACK AT THIS SPECIAL TIME.

John Street, Porthcawl, Open Air Event - December 22nd 2018

Christmas is one of the most special times in the
Church calendar and Christmas 2018 at Gilgal was
indeed very special. A number of services were held
in the period leading up to Christmas culminating
in the regular Christmas Morning Family Service
where we joyfully celebrated the birth of our saviour
Jesus Christ. Other events organised in the run up
to Christmas morning included the John Street open
air event which included dress up for the adults
and kids alike as well as donkey rides for the kids.
There was also a wonderful Carols by Candlelight
Service which is always a favourite and always very
moving. The children and families team were very
busy organising a family Christmas Party as well as
a Christingle Service on Christmas Eve. All services
were well attended and it was a joy to witness so
many people enjoying this special time of year. Roll
on Christmas 2019 so we can do it all again.

468 Shoeboxes ready to be shipped as part of Operation Christmas Child.
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Christmas Family Party December 14th 2018

Family Service & Carols by Candlelight - 23rd December 2018

Christingle Family Service - December 24th 2018
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ANNUAL PHOTO
THE GILGAL CONGREGATION ASSEMBLED AGAIN ON APRIL 6th 2019 FOR THE ANNUAL GILGAL PHOTO.
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After praying passionately in the Garden of Gethsemane
in the late hours of Thursday night into Friday morning,
Jesus was then betrayed by Judas and arrested. Over
the next few hours, He was abandoned, falsely accused,
beaten, mocked and condemned to death. And those
who just a few days earlier were hailing Him as their
King were suddenly yelling, “Crucify Him!” How many
of us have just given up after experiencing only a
fraction of the hatred and opposition He endured? Yet
knowing what lay ahead of Him, He stood there silently
and humbly.

REMEMBERING
HOLY WEEK

Wearing nothing but a crown of thorns, Christ was
hoisted up on a cross to hang in humiliation and endure
an excruciatingly painful death. He was the Lamb of
God, the ultimate sacrifice for the sins of the world.

A TIMELY REMINDER AND AN INTERESTING ARTICLE REMINDING US
ALL OF THE EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE CRUCIFIXION OF OUR SAVIOUR
JESUS CHRIST. THIS TIME OF YEAR, WE SHOULD REMEMBER WHAT JESUS

“He made the one who did not know sin to be sin for
us, so that in him we might become the righteousness
of God. - 2 Corinthians 5:21 CSB

HAS DONE FOR US. AMAZING ISN’T IT!?

“Then the crowds who went ahead
of him and those who followed
shouted: Hosanna to the Son of
David! Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord! Hosanna in
the highest heaven!” - Matthew 21:9
CSB

How great His love for each of us must truly be to have
taken the punishment we deserve upon Himself! We’re
like tiny grasshoppers compared to Him (Isaiah 40:22),
yet He cared enough to do all that for us. This is why we
must never forget how awesome His love is!

Today, when we shout Hosanna,
we recognize that Jesus came to
be our personal Saviour, to save us
from the penalty of our sins. So on
Palm Sunday, as we celebrate Jesus’
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, we’re
lifting our Hosannas to the only One
who can truly save our lives.

At 3 p.m. on Good Friday, Jesus breathed His last and
died. He was placed in a tomb, which was sealed shut
with a large stone and guarded by Roman soldiers.

And with those words…Holy Week
began. As we begin our Holy Week The Thursday after Palm Sunday
celebration
and
(or
Maundy
head
toward
Thursday),
Jesus
Easter
Sunday,
and His disciples
let’s remember the
met in the upper
events leading to
room to observe
Christ’s crucifixion
the Passover, now
“Holy Week is about
and
resurrection
remembering the only known as “The
and acknowledge
Supper.”
One who is truly holy - Last
their
meaning.
After
washing
Jesus Christ.”
Reflect upon what
His
disciples’
happened
on
feet, Jesus held
Palm Sunday, the
communion with
Sunday before His
them. He charged
crucifixion, when
His disciples to
Jesus was welcomed into Jerusalem eat the bread while thinking of His
with coats and branches laid at His broken body and to drink the wine
feet and people praising Him. Those while thinking of His blood (Luke
shouting Hosanna, or “save us,” were 22:19-20). Imagine how mystified
looking for an earthly warrior to those men must have been until the
rescue them from the harsh Roman events of the next day unfolded.
rule.
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Although Holy Week ends on Saturday, praise God the
story doesn’t end there! On Easter Sunday morning, the
stone that sealed the tomb was rolled away, and Jesus
was resurrected (John 20). He overcame death so that
those who trust in Him could also overcome death and
one day live with Him in Heaven for all eternity.
Holy Week is about remembering the only One who
is truly holy—Jesus Christ. This week, let’s take time to
gratefully remember and keep alive in our hearts what
Jesus, the perfect Lamb and the risen Saviour, did for us
years ago. He came. He died. And He rose again, so we
could live in eternity with a loving God who gave His
life for us in the greatest way possible.
As we walk through Holy Week, we encourage you
to revisit the details of Christ’s crucifixion, death and
resurrection. Try reading through Mark 14-16. Take your
time this week to read slowly and thoughtfully, as you
prayerfully think about each of the events described
there and their deep and life-changing meaning for
each of us.
https://www.dayspring.com/articles/remembering-holy-week
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GULU MISSIOn - UGANDA
OUR ASSOCIATE PASTOR STEVE LOCK TRAVELLED TO UGANDA AT THE BEGINNING OF FEBRUARY TO
SEE HIS FRIEND CONSECRATED AS A BISHOP. READ ON TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT HIS TRIP.

Bishop James!
What an amazing day was spent on February 3rd in
Gulu, Uganda. It started with officially meeting and
greeting clergy of all descriptions and then taking
part in a convoy like something out of - well that
1978 film, ‘Convoy’, taking us to the celebrations at
the local football stadium, with temperatures soaring
to 39oC, and over 10,000 people attending - that’s
more than the president of Uganda gets at one of his
gatherings! (this was noted and an invite to a meeting
with him quickly arranged!). Our Bethel School was
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Back in 2017 we reported on a trip we took with a
team of 18 people where we went out into the rural
areas around Paminano - where Bethel school is
located. We went to these small communities with
a simple gospel message. Many people believed
our message and joined the church. One of these
communities was Rwotobilo where one of those
2017 converts met was a young man called SimonPeter (seriously!) During this recent trip we revisited
Rwotobilo, where not only is Simon-Peter growing
in his new faith, but the local church there has both
built and outgrown their own church building as more
and more people are coming to faith.

represented of course, with P7 Students having a
fine time. It was a privilege to be part of this amazing
consecration event where over 150 pastors were
also ordained and 170+ other roles given to various
people involved in ministry in local churches.
Our congratulations go to Pastor James and Phoebe
as he takes on this arduous role, as overseer all
the Pentecostal churches across the Acholi region
of Northern Uganda. He is the very first Bishop of
Acholiland!

The miracle of water! It was at this visit to Rwotabilo
to that we coincidentally ‘happened’ to give some
donated life straws. These things are amazing. They
enable people to drink dirty water which is filtered
through the straw. Unbeknown to us, their village
water supply had recently broken and they were
once again drinking from the putrid streams. I have
never believed in coincidence and loved just being in
the right place at just the right time with just what was
needed! (it was funny though, because they asked
us to demonstrate how the larger community ones
worked, which we didn’t have a clue!)

To think back ten years when we first literally stumbled
across the tiny community of Paminano with it’s
history of civil war, child abduction and pain; who
could’ve dreamed at what has been accomplished
through the love and commitment of our partners in
Uganda and support from around the world. Our little
school, in the middle of rural Africa has the second
best exam results in Acholiland and is ranked 271st
best school in the whole of Uganda - that’s out of
15,871 primary schools! Not bad!! Recognising this
achievement, the local education board have asked
James and Phoebe to take over running 2 of their
failing schools, which is another amazing accolade
for our partners in Gulu.

... and then there’s the High School. Further building
has taken place with dormitories for the boys and
girls being completed along with a new science
block allowing extra accommodation for our growing
school. The reputation of the school means that
growth exceeds the capability of provision and we’re
doing all we can with limited resources.
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Bishop James!

SPOTLIGHT
THIS ISSUE SEES MARK SMITH FALL UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT. THANKS A MILLION MARK!
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greeting clergy of all descriptions and then taking
part in a convoy like something out of - well that
1978 film, ‘Convoy’, taking us to the celebrations at
the local football stadium, with temperatures soaring
to 39oC, and over 10,000 people attending - that’s
more than the president of Uganda gets at one of his
gatherings! (this was noted and an invite to a meeting
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consecration event where over 150 pastors were
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1978 film, ‘Convoy’, taking us to the celebrations at
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REFLECTIONS FROM MADI. . .
OUR INTERN MADI HAS BEEN WITH US NOW FOR 6 MONTHS. TIME REALLY DOES FLY! THIS
SEEMS LIKE A GOOD OPPORTUNITY TO CATCH UP WITH HER TO REFLECT ON HER TIME WITH US.

My Time in Wales
Coming to Porthcawl I was told that I
was going to be the furthest one out and
not have really anyone my age around
me. I was freaked out a bit, because my
whole life was filled with people my age
and being with them every single day. It
was hard coming from having all that,
to not having all that. I was very much
to myself all the time, I was really shy, I
had no idea what I wanted to do with my
life, and I didn’t have much confidence
in myself, if any at all. I completely left
28

GILGAL CHURCH MAGAZINE

everything that I knew, to learning a new
culture. It’s so beautiful in Wales and I
never thought I would ever live here. I
also have been given the opportunity
to get travel to new places like London
and Scotland that were absolutely
amazing, and I will remember for the
rest of my life. I am so blessed with the
Ministries that I am a part of, because
they have helped me with figuring out
what I want to do in my life, growing in
my confidence, and getting me out of
my shell. I didn’t understand exactly
why I had to be furthest out than the

rest of the interns, but seeing where I
am at now, the Lord had it all planned
out and it has been the biggest blessing
of my life. I have learned to converse
with people who aren’t just my age,
figure out who I am in Christ and my
purpose in life, learning how to rest in
God’s presence and leaning on Him for
everything that I do, and really focusing
on my relationship with God. I rarely
spent much time with God before I came
here, and now I spend at least 2 hours
every morning with Him reading my
Bible, doing devotionals, and spending

time in prayer. It has been the sweetest
season of my life being here in Wales. I
actually enjoy talking in front of people,
when 7 months ago I was absolutely
terrified of just standing in front of
people. I am taking initiative in the
things that I am doing and not waiting
for someone to ask me to lead. I have
started making conversations with the
people around me instead of just going
off into a room or being to myself in a
corner. Since being a part of the CALEB
Course, I have learned a lot about
who I am as a leader. CALEB means
Creating Anointed Leaders to Empower
the Body. It’s about learning what
leadership qualities you already acquire
and working on qualities that you aren’t
the greatest at and strengthening/
learning how to acquire them in your
life. Being able to go out and being
an example, as Christ was, to build
the Kingdom of God wherever you go.
Coming to Wales has been the biggest
blessing and I will be forever grateful for
this experience. Missional Links Wales
is such an incredible organization and
I am so blessed to be a part of their
team this year. I’m thankful to have all
the girls in my life and being able to
be a part of this season together. We
have all grown so close to each other
and I know we will be friends for the
rest of our lives. I am also thankful for
everyone here at Gilgal for being so
supportive and encouraging. Y’all are
my second family and y’all will hold a
special place in my heart. It really feels
like home here and I will definitely be
back to visit! I want to especially thank
David and Ann for graciously letting me
stay with them during my internship.
They have been a huge blessing and
I am so grateful for all they have done
for me. I feel like I am a part of their
family and I love them dearly. The Lord
is so good and faithful and something
that I have learned from Him this year
is to always have faith and trust in Him
through all that He asks of you. He will
provide all that you need, and He will
bless you continuously and you will

have so much joy from it.
Favorite Mems
Going to London with all the interns was
amazing and the experience we got to
have with each other was incredible!
My favourite part of London would have
probably been The British Museum. Just
seeing all the history behind everything
and seeing the statues were beautiful.
Going to Scotland with Abby and Haven
has been my all-time favourite place
I’ve been to so far! The architecture of
everything was beautiful in Scotland
and it was all decorated for Christmas
(my favourite time of year and holiday)!
Getting to explore Wales with the MLW
Team is always special to me, because
we all get to spend some quality time
with each other outside of the office.
I love this team so much and I am so
grateful to experience all of this with
them.
Getting to go out for a proper English
Tea, something I will never forget, and a
game of Crazy Golf was a blast! It was
a lovely girls day getting to celebrate
Rosie and Em with Carolyn.
Getting to go to IKEA for the first time
ever with Babs and Ann was a great
experience! We had the meatballs and
my life was changed. I am now obsessed
with IKEA and if anyone is going again
please let me know, hahaha!
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A RETROSPECTIVE
I LOVE OUR CHURCH AND I LOVE THE MEMORIES THAT ARE MADE WITHIN IT. CAPTURED HERE, ARE SOME
OF THESE HUMAN MOMENTS FROM THE PAST FEW MONTHS. ENJOY!

WHAT THE BIBLE DOESN’T SAY!
REALLY INTERESTING READING HERE FROM GORDON LOVERING.
THANK YOU GORDON FOR THIS CONTRIBUTION!

What the Bible doesn’t say!
After the baptism of Jesus, the
Spirit leads Him into the desert
to be tempted by the devil. In
the third test the devil shows
Jesus “all the kingdoms of the
world and their splendour”. The
devil says “All this I will give you
...” Curiously (?) Jesus does
not say “They are not yours to
give.” (see Matthew 4:1-11) Am
I to understand then that the
kingdoms/nations/peoples “and
their splendour” actually belong
to Satan? And Jesus knows this?
So He focuses on what is most
important – who are you going to
worship?

L-R from top : Gilgal Christmas Tree, Higher Tour, Pamper Party, John Street (12/18), BBC Talk @ Costa (11/18)

I wonder if in our modern
materialist, media-driven culture
we need reminding that the world
is Satan’s domain? In the world
the devil writes the rules and sets
the tone. The principles along
which the world operates are
actually devilish – and need to be
cleansed, liberated, redeemed.
“The whole creation groans in
pain,” Romans 8:22.
We are privileged to live where
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law and the judiciary provide
a high level of justice, where
legislation protects workers from
exploitation, with a health service
to be so grateful for ... and these
have given us fifty years like
“we’ve never had it so good”.
Yet have we failed to notice that
there is an under-current – like
a powerful rip tide in the surf
–almost imperceptible at first,
carrying our society deeper and
deeper into the grip of Satan? Do
you remember Mary Whitehouse?
At the time (late 1960’s) I thought
her quaint, a dinosaur. I believe
she was right and I was wrong.
The salt has lost its saltiness.
(Matthew 5:13).
We pray “your will be done on
earth” because it is NOT! The
devil (and supernatural evil) rules
the roost. The disciples “thought
they saw a ghost” (Matthew 14:26,
Mark 6:49). I notice that Jesus did
not say: “Don’t be silly, there’s
no such thing as ghosts!” Jesus
simply says, as HE walks on water
“I am not a ghost.” And postresurrection (Luke 24.39) “a ghost
does not have flesh and bones”.

Have you noticed the rise in the
interest with the supernatural?
Of course, the devil desires to
stimulate all things supernatural –
as he is – and above all to deflect
interest away from Jesus. From
the start he was a liar – sowing
seeds of doubt: “Did God really
say?” (Genesis 3:1) Satan infects
everything. Even seemingly
innocuous books, poetry, music,
art. (See Francis Schaeffer: The
God who is there, Escape from
Reason et al). There are no lengths
to which Satan won’t go to distract
us from Jesus. But don’t worry, in
the end it is total victory for Jesus.
Hallelujah!
(Post script: I remember years
ago - 1969 approx) I was surf
life guarding at Southerndown/
Dunraven Bay. The two young men
in a small boat with engine failure.
“We’re fine,” they claimed. They
were not. They hadn’t noticed they
were in the ebb/rip tide heading
west! If I hadn’t towed them with
my canoe back to the shore, where
might they have ended up!) (See
Hebrews 2.3).
Gordon Lovering
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BAPTISM & TESTIMONIES
THE LAST FEW MONTHS HAVE SEEN A BAPTISM AND PEOPLE JOINING THE CHURCH AS MEMBERS. DECEMBER 16 2018

to demonstrate He has washed away my sins and show
that I have been born anew, to live my life in obedience to
God’s Holy word.
Through reading and getting a better understanding of

by Bible, regular prayer and worship, I now know God
better. By becoming a useful member of his fellowship I
will ensure I shall never err from the path of light, good
and righteousness. I will follow the calling of my Lord,
wherever He may lead, forever.

SAW MARTYN LLEWELLYN SMITH BAPTISED AND FEBRUARY 24th 2019 SAW 7 PEOPLE COMING INTO MEMBERSHIP.
HERE ARE THE TESTIMONIES OF MARTYN AS WELL AS CLIVE & GAYNOR JONES.

CLIVE & GAYNOR JONES
I came to faith while attending Greenfield Baptist Church,
Llanelli.
It was here that people shared with me the fact that God
loved the world, that Jesus takes away the sin of the
world.
In 1970 I gave my life to Jesus confessing him as my
personal Lord and Saviour. Jesus who lived, died and
rose again for me and lives and walks with me.
L-R : Martin & Martyn & the congregation celebrating Martyn’s Baptism

Eight years ago, I underwent surgery to replace my right
knee. Unfortunately, I got a serious infection and suffered
a dangerous accumulation of DVT’s in my lower leg. Both
conditions were very serious and although the blood clots
were dissolved, the infection quickly developed into sepsis
and I found myself in a fight for life and was admitted to
intensive care. I struggled to make any sense of what was
happening. I knew that things didn’t look too good. Several
shadowy shapes of people were talking at the bottom
of my bed; I tried to open my eyes properly but failed.
A female voice asked, “What else can we do?” A deep
male voice replied, “We have done all we can. He has had
every antibiotic we have. All we can do now is wait.....and
pray”. At that moment, I was so afraid. I was not ready to
die! Panic gripped me. Pray! The word sounded so loudly
in my head. A small voice said, “be calm”. Hesitantly, in
my foggy memory, words clumsily came to mind. I began
silently praying. It took all my strength to concentrate
but I prayed like I have never prayed in my life before.
The words seem to echo in my head. I felt the hard truth
and sincerity of those silent words. Suddenly in the dark,
cold, chasm of my inner self; I felt a warmth; I glimpsed a
light, the light grew brighter, it was so pure, so white! The
glare startled me, my eyes were closed but my soul was
32

GILGAL CHURCH MAGAZINE

wide open. I felt weightless, floating! A sensation of great
happiness, fulfilment, satisfaction, saturated my body. I
didn’t feel helpless or lonely anymore! My fear dissolved,
I knew my prayer had been answered. Some time later,
I came around and effortlessly, I sat up in bed. A nurse
sat next to me jumped up dropping her book/chart. She
looked at me as if she has seen a ghost. My mouth felt
like inside of an athlete’s flip flop I croaked. “Could I have
a cup of tea please? A piece of toast too would be nice”,
In the next few hours I learned how dire my situation had
been and realised my recovery was nothing less than
miraculous. I cried! In gratitude not sadness. I’ve cried
many times since This was the beginning of my road
back to health and to my Saviour, Jesus Christ. It wasn’t
easy. I spent the next 6 years in and out of hospitals; in
adversity I continued to pray. I kept the promises I made
in the darkness. I stayed on the path and I wasn’t alone.
Besides fighting off infections, living with Rheumatoid
Arthritis and Fibromyalgia, I survived two heart attacks,
a relationship break-up, severe anxiety and depression.
Our Lord stood by me, guided me home to Porthcawl, to
Gilgal and wrapped me in His Grace. I prayed the Prayer
of Commitment and learned the importance of repentance
and [today] I come to be baptised in the name of our Lord

In 1974 I attended a conference in Cheltenham organised
by the Baptist Youth Movement entitled ‘Just The Job’.
I experienced the Spirit of God stirring in my life, and
I believed He was calling me to serve Him in full time
Christian ministry.
Having been trained at the South Wales Baptist College
in Cardiff , I have served my Lord as pastor of three
churches. Christ Church an ecumenical church, Baglan
Bay, Port Talbot for 3 and half years. Centenary Baptist
church, March, Cambridgeshire for 10 years, Salem
Baptist church, Barry for 25years.

about the age of 5 called to take me to Sunday school.
John Jones one of the teachers, taught me about the
man called Jesus, who I should meet and follow. That in
His name, we may have forgiveness of sin, and live a rich
and abundant life.
I thank God for my Father and Mother-in-law who led the
Band of Hope whose love for Jesus made sense of what
a Spiritual life is, and how it can be lived.
I thank God for my pastor Alwyn who urged me to ask
God what He wanted me to do with my life and who spoke
of God’s love and power.
I thank God for all who reminded me of who Jesus is and
how He can help me live my life day by day with joy and
peace. He gives me the power to turn away from my sin,
and I am trusting in Jesus for His care and that His love
is forever.

Clive

In 2017 I retired from full time Christian ministry. Gaynor
and I moved to North Cornelly and wanting to find a
Baptist church we came to Gilgal. Here the word of
God is preached faithfully and we have found a friendly,
welcoming and loving family.
After being pastor for a number of years Gaynor and I we
have found it a blessing to be able to come and worship
and receive. I am open to God’s leading to my role in the
fellowship.
I thank God for all who have encouraged, prayed,
supported me in my Christian faith.
Gaynor’s testimony continues on Page 34.

I thank God for the memory of two boys, who, when I at
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JUST FOR FUN

ALPHA COURSE
The new AFS (Alpha Film
Series – see them on the
Alpha website) is excellent.
Two very capable young
presenters assist Nicky
Gumble in dealing with the
core issues of the Christian
faith with all the consummate
skill we have learned to
associate with Alpha.

CROSSWORD

We provided two sessions on
Thursdays through the Spring
Term 2019 – the afternoon 2.00pm session would have been suitable for those with children to be collected
from school, and the evening session (7.00 pm + food) suitable for those who have to work! Attendance
varied due to a host of reasons but about 8 or 9 have found the course very helpful. We were greatly
blessed by prayer supporters and lovely food in the evening. Brilliant! And thanks to all those who helped
and encouraged us (and to Eirwen for the use of her home). What next? Should we run another Alpha in the
Autumn? Or follow the alpha course with a beta course e.g. Christianity Explored or Puzzling Questions or
something else. Feedback welcomed.
Gordon Lovering

CLIVE & GAYNOR JONES
I was brought up in a Christian home. Both my parents
were committed Christians, actively involved in church
life. For many years they led the children’s midweek
meeting ‘Band of Hope’
At the age of 14, during a B.M.S. meeting, I felt God say
to me ‘Just because your parents are Christians that
doesn’t mean you are’. That night I asked Jesus into my
life, as my Lord and Saviour.
Soon after, I was baptised at Greenfield Baptist Church
Llanelli.
I joined the Church Youth Group (where I met Clive) and
continued to grow in faith. Clive and I married in 1977,
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and have served the Lord in three different pastorates
over the last 39 years.
After retirement we moved to North Cornelly in January
2018, and shortly after, began attending Gilgal.
In Gilgal we have found a home where God’s word is
preached, and the love of God has been shown in the
people who gather here.
Thank you everyone for your warm welcome.
We now wait on the Lord to show us what He would have
us do in the days ahead.
Gaynor.

ACROSS
2. Home town of Mary, Martha
and Lazarus
5. City where Jesus made his
triumphal entry
7. Paul was imprisoned in this
important city
8. In Revelation, the church in
this city was admonished not to
be lukewarm
9. The “Place of a Skull,” where
Jesus was hung on the cross
10. City where the centurion’s
servant was healed from a
distance
13. Dorcas, the kind and generous seamstress, was healed
here
14. Paul and Silas were miracSOLUTION ON PAGE 39
ulously freed from a prison in

this city
19. Samaritan city where Jesus
met a woman at the well
21. Saul was on his way to this
city when he was blinded
23. Peter healed a paralytic in
this town
24. Jesus prayed in this garden
shortly before his crucifixion
26. Island home of the Apostle
John when he wrote Revelation
28. Jesus was baptized in this
river
29. The pool at Jerusalem where
a man lay for 38 years
30. City built by Herod the
Great, home of Cornelius
31. Saul’s home town, mentioned in Acts

DOWN
1. Where Jesus performed his
first miracle
3. Paul’s letter to the church
in this city includes a passage
about the full armor of God
4. Believers were first called
Christians in this town
6. City where Jesus was born
10. Barnabus and Paul first
sailed from Seleucia to this
island
11. Country where Joseph and
Mary fled with Baby Jesus to
escape Herod
12. Paul wrote 2 letters to this
church; one contains “the love
chapter”
15. Paul healed a man had
been lame from birth in this city
16. “Woe to Chorazin! Woe to
____!”
17. Jesus first met Peter and
Andrew fishing in this Sea
18. Philip met an Ethiopian
eunuch on this road
20. Where Jesus lived as a child
22. Region between Judea and
Galilee where Jesus traveled
25. Village to which two disciples were walking when the
met the risen Christ
27. Region containing Jerusalem
and Bethlehem
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REVIEW - PHILIPPA HANNA

SUNDAY DECEMBER 9th 2018 - BETHEL
BAPTIST CHURCH, PONTYCLUN
I fondly remember the time Philippa Hanna
came to Gilgal a few years ago. It was really
the first time I heard her music and I have to
admit I found her as a person both talented
and very likeable. When I heard that she
was back in Wales performing at concert at
Bethel, I was naturally interested in going.
And go I did, with a few others along as well
- Carolyn, Rosie and Madi as pictured. It
was a lovely evening and a great time of year
for a concert with Christmas just around the
corner. Everyone was in a good mood and
you could see the appreciation for what she
does plainly in the others that were there.
The show this time around drew heavily
from Philippa’s latest Album “Come Back
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Fighting”, opening with the title song. The
evening was a mix of old and new songs
interspersed with moments of dialogue from
Philippa. Her stories relatable to many and
honest, very honest. We heard stories about
her growing up, her internal battles with
anxiety and self-esteem and how this shaped
her music and song-writing.

Christmas songs including Jingle Bells and White Christmas which closed the show.
It really was a lovely evening and I would recommend anyone reading this to come along
to see her next time around.

CROSSWORD SOLUTION

For me, the oldies are always a goodie and
my personal favourites were Arrow (a crowd
pleaser for sure), I am Amazing as well as
the Daffodil Song.
One of the stand-out moments also was
Philippa’s version of Ed Sheeran’s song
“Perfect” - re-imagined as a Christian Song.
Just perfect - check it out on Youtube.
With it being Christmas and all, it seemed
like a good opportunity to throw in a few
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LOVE TO THE FULLEST

Pause for
thought...
AS WE GET TO THE END OF THIS ISSUE,
SOME THINGS TO REFLECT ON.....

WITHOUT EASTER
Without Easter,
there would be no hope of heaven.
Without the hope of heaven,
there would be no repentance,
no personal transformation,
no attempt to follow biblical principles.
Without Easter,
the world would be in chaos
and darkness.
Jesus’ death and resurrection
means we can be reborn,

Love to the fullest once roamed our earth.
He arrived here by means of a heavenly birth.

UPCOMING DATES
Date

Time

Event

Location

19 April 2019

10:30am

Good Friday Service

Park Avenue

21 April 2019

10:30am

Easter Sunday Service

Park Avenue

22 April 2019

10:30am

Easter Monday Service

Park Avenue

3-5 May 2019

All day

Youth Camp

Mid Wales

18 May 2019

TBC

Safeguarding Training

Park Avenue

18-19 May 2019

All day

Baptist Assembley

Telford

19 May 2019

10:30am

Baptism Service

Park Avenue

24-26 May 2019

All day

Lee Abbey Weekend

Lee Abbey, Devon

14-15 June 2019

All day

‘Momentum’

Carmarthen

He knew His own fate from beginning to end.
He knew and still loved His betraying friend.

23 June 2019

10:30am

Laura Lovering Speaking

Park Avenue

23 June 2019

12:30pm

Bring & Share Lunch

Park Avenue

5-7 July 2019

All day

Spree Youth Event

Carmarthen

He carried His cross using His own two feet
to die for our sins and our total defeat.

7 July 2019

TBC

10K Run

TBC

23-26 July 2019

9:30am - 12:30pm

Holiday Bible Club

Porthcawl Primary School

23-27 August 2019

All day

Soul Survivor 2019

Peterborough

From the very beginning most everyone knew
there was something so special this child would do.
As time would prevail He became a man,
teaching us love from God’s own hand.
Though to some He knew He would be such a dread.
They never could rest until He was dead!

Why did He do it? No reason but love!
He wanted to help us to heaven above.
Who was this man with such merciful love?
None other than Jesus, our Savior above!

AND
FiNALLY.....

Patricia L. Cisco
Source: https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/poem/love-to-the-fullest

to live better, to do better,
to shine light into the shadows.
Hallelujah!
Happy, Happy Easter.

EASTER SERVICES : Be sure to check out the dates for our
Easter Services! Spread the word - Bring a Friend.

Joanna Fuchs

“Do not abandon yourselves to despair. We are
the Easter people and hallelujah is our song.”
Pope John Paul II

What gives me the most hope every day is
God’s grace; knowing that his grace is going
to give me the strength for whatever I face,
knowing that nothing is a surprise to God.

DIRECTIONS TO GILGAL : - We have been asked on a few occasions to describe where we are located so it
seemed fitting to include this in our magazine also. We are located very near to the centre of Porthcawl, a
few minutes walk from John Street. With the town library on your left, walk straight on and take the 2nd
turning on your left which is Park Avenue. We are located 100 yards up the road on the left.

Rick Warren
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